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Independent Audit Certification Form
Independent Audit Certification Form
Development Name
Development Consent No.
Description of Development

Development Address

Operator
Operator Address

Independent Audit
Title of Audit

Albion Park Quarry
Project Approval 10639 (Mod 3, June 2017)
Albion Park Quarry is a hard rock quarry
which utilises controlled blasting and
earthmoving equipment to extract the rock.
The quarry produces a wide range of
construction aggregates, including blue metal
aggregates, road bases of various grades and
blended specialty products.
39 Five Islands Rd, Port Kembla NSW 2505,
Australia
Cleary Bros (Bombo) Pty Ltd
PO Box 210, Port Kembla, NSW, Australia
2505
Cleary Bros Conditions of Approval
Independent Environmental Audit

I certify that I have undertaken the independent audit and prepared the contents of the attached independent audit
report and to the best of my knowledge:
• The audit has been undertaken in accordance with relevant approval condition(s) and in accordance with the
auditing standard AS/NZS ISO 19011:2014 and Post Approval Guidelines – Independent Audits
• The findings of the audit are reported truthfully, accurately and completely;
• I have exercised due diligence and professional judgement in conducting the audit;
• I have acted professionally, in an unbiased manner and did not allow undue influence to limit or over-ride
objectivity in conducting the audit;
• I am not related to any owner or operator of the development as an employer, business partner, employee,
sharing a common employer, having a contractual arrangement outside the audit, spouse, partner, sibling, parent,
or child;
• I do not have any pecuniary interest in the audited development, including where there is a reasonable likelihood
or expectation of financial gain or loss to me or to a person to whom I am closely related (i.e. immediate family);
• Neither I nor my employer have provided consultancy services for the audited development that were subject to
this audit except as otherwise declared to the lead regulator prior to the audit; and
• I have not accepted, nor intend to accept any inducement, commission, gift or any other benefit (apart from fair
payment) from any owner or operator of the development, their employees or any interested party. I have not
knowingly allowed, nor intend to allow my colleagues to do so.
Note.
a) The Independent Audit is an ‘environmental audit’ for the purposes of section 122B(2) of the Environmental
Planning and Assessment Act 1979. Section 122E provides that a person must not include false or misleading
information (or provide information for inclusion in) an audit report produced to the Minister in connection with
an environmental audit if the person knows that the information is false or misleading in a material respect. The
maximum penalty is, in the case of a corporation, $1 million and for an individual, $250,000.
b) The Crimes Act 1900 contains other offences relating to false and misleading information: section 192G
(Intention to defraud by false or misleading statement—maximum penalty 5 years imprisonment); sections 307A,
307B and 307C (False or misleading applications/information/documents—maximum penalty 2 years
imprisonment or $22,000, or both).

Signature

Name of Lead / Principal Auditor
Address
Email Address
Auditor Certification (if relevant)
Date

Oliver Moore
Level 15, 309 Kent Street, Sydney NSW 2000
oliver.moore@erm.com
N/A
23/01/2018
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1

INTRODUCTION

1.1

BACKGROUND
Environmental Resource Management Australia Pty Ltd (ERM) was engaged
by Cleary Bros (Bombo) Pty Ltd (CB) to undertake an independent
environmental audit of the Albion Park Quarry near Shellharbour, New South
Wales (NSW). The purpose of the audit was to satisfy the requirements of the
NSW Department of Planning and Environment (DPE) pursuant to the
relevant Development Consent.
This report sets out the audit purpose, methodology, summary, findings and
detailed assessment. The audit was conducted on the 9 November 2017 and
included document review and a site visit.

1.2

AUDIT OBJECTIVES
The objectives of the ERM’s audit were to:
 assess the environmental performance of the project and assess whether it
is complying with the requirements in the Condition of the Project
Approval 10639 of 2005 (MOD 3, June 2017) and Environmental Protection
Licence (No 299) (including any assessment, plan or program required
under these approvals);
 review the adequacy of Cleary Bros Environmental Management Strategy
and Environmental Monitoring Program required under the
abovementioned consents/approvals;
 identify opportunities for improved environmental management and
recommend appropriate measures or actions to improve the environmental
performance of the project, and/or any assessment, plan or program
required under the above mentioned approvals; and
 consultation with the relevant agencies such as Department of Planning
and Environment (DP&E), Environment Protection Agency (EPA), NSW
Department of Industry (Division of Resource and Energy (DRE)) and
Department of Primary Industry (DPI) – Water and Shoalhaven City
Council.

1.3

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING ORDER
As part of the Cleary Bros Conditions of Consent (PA 10639) for operation, an
Independent Environmental Audit is to be conducted of the Albion Park
Quarry every three years after the initial Independent Audit (within two years
of consent).

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

0426099/FINAL/23 JANUARY 2018

1

Schedule 6, Condition 7 of the Condition of the Project Approval 10639 of 2005
(MOD 3, June 2017), summarises the audit requirements is provided below:
Within 2 years of the date of this consent, and every 3 years thereafter, unless the
Secretary directs otherwise, the Applicant must commission, commence and pay the
full cost of an Independent Environmental Audit of the development. This audit must:
(a) be conducted by a suitably qualified, experienced, and independent team of experts
whose appointment has been endorsed by the Secretary;
(b) include consultation with the relevant agencies;
(c) assess the environmental performance of the development, and whether it is
complying with the relevant requirements in this consent and any relevant EPL
(including any assessment, plan or program required under these approvals);
(d) review the adequacy of any approved strategy, plan or program required under
these approvals;
(e) recommend measures or actions to improve the environmental performance of the
development, and/or any assessment, plan or program required under these approvals.
(f) be conducted and reported to the satisfaction of the Secretary.
Note: This audit team must be led by a suitably qualified auditor and may include
additional experts in any field specified by the Secretary.
This report constitutes outcomes of the Independent Environmental Audit to
comply with Schedule 6, Condition 7 of the Conditions of Consent.
1.4

SCOPE OF WORKS
The audit applies to the active quarry and any other infrastructure specifically
approved by the Conditions of Consent. ERM notes the haul road was
approved under a development consent by the Shellharbour City Council and
hence is out of scope of this audit. ERM assessed the environmental
compliance status for these areas. Scope items contained within the
Development Consent are described in Table 1.1 below.
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Table 1.1

Scope Items contained within the Development Consent
Obligation to
Minimise Harm
to the
Environment
Staged
Development
Demolition
Meteorological
Monitoring

Period of
Approval
Compliance
Surface and
Ground Water

Limits on
Production
Buffers
Traffic and
Transport

Identification of
Boundaries
Noise
Flora and Fauna

Blasting and
Vibration
Rehabilitation
Air Quality

Heritage

Visual Impact

Waste
Management

Bushfire
Management

Notification of
Landowners

Revision of
Strategies, Plans &
Programs

Updating &
Staging
Strategies, Plans
or Programs
Annual Review

Community
Consultative
Committee

Independent
Environmental
Audit

Access to
Information

Independent
Review

Protection of
Public
Infrastructure

Operation of
Plant and
Equipment

Emergency and
Hazards
Management

Environmental
Management
Strategy

Reporting

The subject areas contained within EPL 299 include:
 A1 What the licence authorises and regulates;
 A2 Premises or plant to which this licence applies;
 A3 Other activities;
 A4 Information supplied to the EPA;
 P1 Location of monitoring/discharge points and areas;
 L1 Pollution of waters;
 L2 Concentration limits;
 L3 Blasting;
 O1 Activities must be carried out in a competent manner ;
 O2 Maintenance of plant and equipment;
 O3 Dust;
 O5 Waste management;
 O6 Other operating conditions;
 M1 Monitoring records;
 M2 Requirement to monitor concentration of pollutants discharged;
ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA
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 M3 Testing methods - concentration limits;
 M4 Weather monitoring;
 M5 Recording of pollution complaints;
 M6 Telephone complaints line;
 R1 Annual return documents;
 R2 Notification of environmental harm;
 R3 Written report; and
 G1 Copy of licence kept at the premises or plant.
ERM note that issues relating to health and safety are outside of the scope of
the audit, except where they directly relate to the environmental issues such as
the closure planning.
The site visit concentrated on the assessment of the effectiveness of the
environmental management and adequacy of performance.
Where actions had been previously assessed by a statutory authority, ERM
relied on the findings of the authority and did not reassess the relevant
sections of the condition. (e.g. if a Condition of Consent required approval of a
management plan by a statutory authority, ERM relied on the approval letter
from the statutory authority that the plan was prepared in accordance with
the detailed requirements of the Condition of Consent).
The review of environmental monitoring data has generally been limited to
data collected between December 2014 to October 2017 (the most recent data
available at the time of the site audit).
1.5

PERSONNEL AND TIMING
Mr. Oliver Moore and Ms. Megan Goonetilleke were approved by the DP&E
to conduct the audit, as Lead Auditor and Assistant Auditor respectively
(refer to correspondence from the Department of Planning and Environment
in Annex A).
Mr. Oliver Moore and Ms. Megan Goonetilleke undertook the site visit. Mr
Michael Gaggin (the ERM Partner in Charge of the Project) assisted with the
peer review of the Report.
The environmental audit was conducted on 9 November 2017.
The following CB personnel were interviewed during the course of the audit:
 Mr Mark Hammond – Environmental Officer; and
ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA
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1.6

Mr Geoff Robinson – Quarry Production Manager.

LIMITATIONS
This disclaimer, together with any limitations specified in the report, applies
to this report and its use.
This report was prepared in accordance with the contracted scope of services
for the specific purpose stated and subject to the applicable cost, time and
other constraints. In preparing this report, ERM relied on: (a) client/third
party information which was not verified by ERM except to the extent
required by the scope of services, and ERM does not accept responsibility for
omissions or inaccuracies in the client / third party information; and (b)
information taken at or under the particular times and conditions specified,
and ERM does not accept responsibility for any subsequent changes. This
report has been prepared solely for use by, and is confidential to, the client
and ERM accepts no responsibility for its use by other persons. This report is
subject to the copyright and protection and the copyright owner reserves its
rights. This report does not constitute legal or financial advice.
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2

AUDIT PROCESS
The independent audit was conducted against each Condition of Consent, and
each Licence Condition in EPL 299. The independent audit process at CB
included:
 Off-site planning for the site audit;
 Collection of relevant background documentation;
 An opening meeting;
 Collecting audit evidence though information gathering, observations and
interviews;
 Site inspections;
 A close out meeting;
 Evaluating audit documentation; and
 Compiling this audit report.

2.1

CLASSIFICATION OF AUDIT FINDINGS
Findings resulting from an assessment of audit evidence were divided into six
categories as follows:
 Compliant (C):
the intent and all elements of the audit criteria
requirements have been complied with within the scope of the audit.
 Not Verified (NV): insufficient verifiable evidence to demonstrate that the
intent and all elements of the audit criteria have been complied with within
the scope of the audit.
 Non-compliance (NC): Failure to meet the audit requirements, failure to
achieve the field performance outcomes identified in documentation, or
ineffective environmental management of the activity.
 Administrative Non-compliance (ANC): technical conformance with audit
requirements that would not impact on performance and is considered
minor in nature (e.g. report submitted but not on the due date, failed
monitor or late monitoring session). This would not apply to performancerelated aspects (e.g. exceedance of a noise limit) or where a requirement
had not been met at all (e.g. noise management plan not prepared and
submitted for approval).
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 Observation (O): Observations are recorded where the audit identified
issues of concern which do not strictly relate to the scope of the audit or
assessment of compliance.
 Not Triggered (NT) – A regulatory approval requirement has an activation
or timing trigger that had not been met at the time of the audit inspection;
therefore a determination of compliance could not be made.
 Note: A statement or fact, where no assessment of compliance is required.
A qualitative risk assessment was also completed on the findings, consistent
with AS/NZS 4360:2004 Risk management and HB 436:2004 Risk
Management Guidelines Companion to AS/NZS 4360:2004 and as described
in the DP&E publication “Independent Audit Guidelines” issued October
2015.
Risk levels for non-compliances will also be identified and assigned as
follows:
High:
Non-compliance with potential for significant environmental
consequences, regardless of the likelihood of occurrence
Medium: Non-compliance with:
 potential for serious environmental consequences, but is unlikely to
occur; or
 potential for moderate environmental consequences, but is likely to
occur
Low:

Non-compliance with:

 potential for moderate environmental consequences, but is unlikely to
occur; or
 potential for low environmental consequences, but is likely to occur
Administrative non-compliance: Only to be applied where the noncompliance does not result in any risk of environmental harm (e.g. submitting
a report to government later than required under approval conditions).
2.2

AGENCY AND COMMUNITY CONSULTATION
As part of this audit, ERM consulted with the following agencies and
stakeholders:


NSW Department of Industry, Division of Resource and Energy (DRE);



Shellharbour City Council (SCC);



Department of Planning and Environment (DP&E);



NSW Environment Protection Agency (EPA); and
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Department of Primary Industry – Water (DPI).

In each case an email was sent to representatives of each agency requesting
feedback on those issues considered most relevant by their department at the
time of the audit.
2.2.1

Summary of Consultation
The Terms of Reference were submitted to the DRE, SCC, DP&E, EPA, DPI on
17 October 2017, prior to the site inspection to obtain feedback and draw
attention to any key issues, within the agreed scope of the audit.
DP&E responded confirming the audit team and Terms of Reference met the
requirements of the IEA. At the time of reporting responses had been received
from the DP&E stating the Department would like the IEA to review how the
site is being managed from the air quality perspective, now that the site has
commenced ‘trigger management’ and associated real time monitoring. The
detailed assessment within the report addresses these items. No response
from other agencies was received during the audit process.
The Community Consultation Committee for CB meets biannually and last
met in July 2017.

2.3

OPENING MEETING
The opening meeting was held at the Albion Park Quarry site office on 9
November 2017. The opening meeting was attended by Mr. Oliver Moore
(Lead Auditor), and Ms. Megan Goonetilleke (Assistant Auditor) and CB
Personnel Mr. Mark Hammond and Mr. Geoff Robinson.

2.4

AUDIT
Interviews and discussions were held in accordance with the agreed audit
schedule.
Site inspection was undertaken by Mr. Oliver Moore, Ms Megan Goonetilleke,
Mr. Mark Hammond and Mr Geoff Robinson on 9 November 2017 and
included observations of the following areas:
 The active quarry;
 A drive through of the materials storage area;
 A demountable building associated with the active quarry;
 Groundwater sampling areas;
 Rehabilitation areas;
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 Noise and vibration monitoring station areas;
 Weather station area;
 Surface water sampling areas;
 Stormwater storage dam; and
 Stormwater discharge point.
Mr. Mark Hammond and Mr. Geoff Robinson provided assistance with
collecting audit evidence by providing ERM with documentation for each
approval condition, and licence conditions.
2.5

CLOSING MEETING
The closing meeting was conducted on the 9 November 2017 at the Albion
Park site office and included a discussion of preliminary audit findings. Mr.
Oliver Moore (ERM), Ms. Megan Goonetilleke (ERM), Mr. Mark Hammond
(CB) and Mr. Geoff Robinson (CB) attended the meeting.

2.6

AUDIT REPORT
A summary of all non-compliances, administrative non-compliances,
observations and ERM recommendations arising as a result of the audit, are
included in Section 4.4 this report, detailed compliance tables are presented in
Annex B. ERM note the audit report is based on objective evidence.
CB is required to submit a copy of this independent environmental audit
report to the Secretary (NSW DP&E), together with its response to any
recommendations contained in the independent audit report within 12 weeks
of the audit being undertaken.
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3

SITE DESCRIPTION
The subject property is located in a rural area of Shellharbour Local
Government Area, in Croom, New South Wales, Australia. The subject
property consists of two lots of land identified as Lot 1 DP 8582445 and Lot 23
DP 1039967. On Lot 23 1039967, the area covered by the haul road to the
quarry is excluded from the scope of this audit as a separate Council DA
applies to this haul road.
The quarry operates from Monday to Friday, 7am to 5:30pm, and Saturdays
7am to 1pm.

3.1

CURRENT OPERATIONS
The site is a hard rock quarry which utilises controlled blasting and
earthmoving equipment to extract the rock. The quarry produces a wide range
of construction aggregates, including blue metal aggregates, road bases of
various grades and blended specialty products made to specification. These
products are transported from the site via truck.
The quarry comprises a six stage development. The Quarry has previously
been operating in Stages 1, 2, 3 and 4. The Development Consent for
Modification 3 was approved in July 2017 to activate the approved Stages 5
and 6 of the Quarry. In the Modification 3 application, an Environmental
Assessment was undertaken in August 2016 by MMJ Wollongong, which
assessed the likely environmental impacts associated with Stages 5 and 6.
These primarily relate to noise, blasting and vibration, air quality and water
quality. Following the approval of the Modification 3, Cleary Bros has
undertaken a review of all management plans, programs, and strategies
required under the consent, undertaken the necessary consultation, and
provided the plans to DP&E for approval.
Other ancillary activities include:
 Groundwater monitoring wells;
 Surface water flow monitoring;
 High Volume Air Sampler (HVAS) monitoring point;
 Meteorological station;
 Stormwater collection infrastructure; and
 Various pumps for discharge of stormwater.
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Areas which comprise part of the quarry as a whole, but were not subject to
the Development Consent and are therefore excluded from the scope of this
audit include:
 Rock crushers;
 Supertreat effluent treatment plant (with on-site irrigation);
 Various oil/water separators;
 Recycled water system for concrete batch plant;
 Above ground storage tank farm;
 Three
underground
storage
tanks
decommissioned since the last audit);

(all

non-operational

and

 One fuel filling area;
 Maintenance workshop;
 Vehicle washing bay;
 Vehicle washing yard
 Compressed gas storage;
 Drummed storage of oils, coolants, grease etc.;
 Parts washers (non-solvent based); and
 Shredded wood waste storage (for revegetation soil stabilisation purposes).
The facility also includes a non-operational quarry (used for storage of over
burden,) a materials sales area and concrete batch plant. These areas were not
included in the scope of audit.
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4

AUDIT FINDINGS

4.1

COMPLIANCE WITH CONDITIONS OF CONSENT AND EPL
The conditions of Development Consent and EPL granted to CB from DP&E
and EPA respectively were reviewed as part of this audit. Non-compliances
with the sites Conditions of Consent and the EPL identified during the audit
were largely administrative in nature. Set out below in Table 3 are findings
where either compliance could not be demonstrated or observations for
improvement were identified.

4.1.1

Review of Environmental Protection Licence Non-Compliances
A review of the Annual Returns for 2014/15, 2015/16 and 2016/17 was
undertaken as part of this audit. Non-compliances reported include:
 2014 / 15: It was identified in an Independent Audit in November 2014, that
the solar radiation monitoring equipment was not recording, following an
upgrade. The solar radiation monitoring equipment is owned by Clearly
Bros and is used in the operation of the weather station at the quarry. The
cause of the non-compliance was due to the upgrade to the equipment, and
to rectify this issue a replacement solar radiation sensor was installed in
April 2015. The quarry Environmental Officer now reviews weather data
on a weekly basis to ensure the equipment is recording as expected. The
non-compliance was related to Licence condition number M4.1 and was
closed out following the 2014 IEA.
 2015/16: The weather data monitoring equipment did not operate
continuously through the reporting period due to an external battery
failure during 3 – 14 June 2016. This led to an intermittent outage of the
weather station whereby the station would not operate during low light
and night time conditions. The station was online for 98% of the reporting
period, within the OEH Upper Hunter Air Quality Monitoring Network’s
target of 95% online. The site has now installed a low voltage alarm and
reviews weather data on a weekly basis. The non-compliance was related to
Licence condition number M4.1.
 2016/17: No non-compliances reported.
Cleary Bros’ management provided evidence to confirm the actions described
in the Annual Returns to rectify these non-compliances have been
implemented.
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4.2

COMPLAINTS SUMMARY
A review of the Annual Returns for the audit period shows 14 complaints
have been received from December 2014 to November 2017. Investigations for
each complaint have not showed any exceedances of the licence conditions
/Conditions of Consent limits. The complaints are summarised below:
 2014 / 15 - three complaints – all for blasting noise;
 2015 / 16 - two complaints – all reported in the category of other ( ‘other’
meaning not related to air, water, noise or waste). Site Management
advised that these complaints related to blasting noise and vibration; and
 2016 / 17 – nine complaints – three related to air and six relating to ‘other’,
and confirmed by Site Management as relating to blasting noise and
vibration.
Cross referencing of the quarry’s complaints register and the annual returns
indicates that all complaints have been reported as required by the
environmental protection licence.
A review of the CB complaints register, describes that all complaints in the
audit period related to noise and vibration from blasting, or dust generation
and loose material at the quarry entrance.
Investigations into these
complaints have not indicated any breaches of licence limits or Conditions of
Consent.
All complaints received are recorded in an internal event recording system
and process is in place to ensure the complaint is followed up with the
complainant and where necessary the regulatory authority. Complaints and
the resolution are reported on the CB website and in the Community
Complaints Report.

4.3

PREVIOUS INDEPENDENT AUDIT
The previous independent environmental audit was undertaken by ERM
Australia Pty Ltd in November 2014. The findings of this report were
reviewed and considered in the development of this report.

4.3.1

Review of Previous Issues
The previous environmental audit identified several issues and noncompliances. These are summarised in Table 4.1 below:
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Table 4.1

Previous Independent Environmental Audit Findings (High and Medium Significance): Summary of Actions against Non-Compliance

Assessment Requirement
Schedule 3, Condition 8 (High Significance) –

The production of quarry products from the quarry
must not exceed 400,000 tonnes in any financial year.

14

Schedule 4, Condition 21 (High Significance) –
The applicant shall establish a permanent meteorological
station at a location approved by the DEC and to the
satisfaction of the Director – General, to monitor the
parameters specified in Table 9, using specified units pf
measure, averaging period, frequency and sampling.
Schedule 4, Condition 16 (Medium Significance) –
The applicant shall ensure air pollution generated by the
development does not cause exceedances of the ambient air
quality standards and goals listed in Tables 5,6, and 7 at
any sensitive receiver or residence on privately owned
land.

Finding
The production figures for 2012 – 2013 (615,190 tonnes)
were reported above the allowable limit (600,000 tonnes).
Site management reported an application was submitted to
the Department of Planning and Environment to increase
production limit to 900,000 tonnes.

CB Response to Finding
Modification 2 approved in 2015 permitting extraction of
up to 900,000 tonnes per year

The weather station was not collecting meteorological data,
specifically; Temperatures at 2m; Sigma Theta at 10m; and
Total solar radiation at 10m.

CB has reprogrammed the station temperature at 2 m and
sigma theta. New solar radiation and installed in
2015Further upgrades undertaken in 2016 to improve
reliability. . All parameters are now being successfully
monitored.

0426099/FINAL/23 JANUARY 2018

The dust deposition gauge data is collected monthly from
four locations sounding the site. Monthly data is used to
calculate an annual average which is compared to the
maximum total deposited dust level 4 g/m2 / month, as
per Table 7 of CoC 16. The monthly criterion adopted by
CV of 10 g/m2 / month is not provide din the Conditions
of Consent, the Quarry Environmental Management Plan
or the Albion Park Quarry Extension Management Plan.
This criterion is significantly higher than the levels
presented in the CoC’s and should not be used for
assessing compliance.

Item closed.

Item closed.
Monthly criterion removed. Assessment of incremental
impact included in Annual Reviews
Item closed.

4.4

COMPLIANCE WITH REGULATORY INSTRUMENTS
A compliance check of the compliance with Ministers Conditions Of Consent,
PA 10639 of 2005 (Mod 3, June 2017) and EPL_299 conditions has been
completed. Non-compliances and observations for each component are
summarised in Table 4.1.
A full review and audit findings for each component are under the following
Annexures:
 Annex B.1 - Compliance with Ministers Conditions Of Approval PA 10639 of
2005 (Mod 3, June 2017)
 Annex B.2 – Compliance with POEO EPL_299
As discussed in Section 2.1, a qualitative risk assessment was also completed
on the findings as follows:


Non-compliance assessed as ‘high’ have been colour coded red;



Non-compliance assessed as ‘moderate’ have been colour coded orange;



Non-compliance assessed as ‘low’ have been colour coded yellow; and



Administrative non-compliances have been colour coded blue.
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Table 4.2 Summary of Audit Findings
No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

Recommendations

At the Weather Station Monitoring Point, the licensee must monitor (by
sampling and obtaining results by analysis) the parameters specified in
Column 1. The licensee must use the sampling method, units of measure,
averaging period and sample at the frequency, specified opposite in the
other columns.

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

In the Annual Return FY
14/15 describes a noncompliance where the solar
radiation
monitoring
equipment
was
not
recording following an
upgrade.
The
solar
radiation
monitoring
equipment is owned by
Clearly Bros and is used in
the operation of the weather
station at the quarry. The
cause
of
the
noncompliance was due to the
upgrade to the equipment,
and to rectify this issue a
replacement solar radiation
sensor was installed in
April 2015. The solar
radiation
sensor
was
observed.
In the Annual Return
FY2015/16 describes a noncompliance
where
the
weather data monitoring
equipment did not operate
continuously through the
reporting period due to an
external battery failure
during 3 – 14 June 2016.
This led to an intermittent
outage of the weather
station whereby the station

NC

No actions are
recommended as
the
noncompliances have
already
been
rectified
and
closed.

EPL 299
M4.1

Parameter

16

Rainfall
Temperature@2
m
Temperature@1
0m
Wind
direction@10m

Wind
speed@10m

Sigma theta
Total solar
radiation@10m

Siting

Units of
Measure

Frequency

Averagin
g Period

Sampling
Method

Observations

millimetres

Continuous

24 hour

AM-4

Kelvin

Continuous

1 hour

AM-4

Interview with
Environment
Officer

Kelvin

Continuous

1 hour

AM-4

Compass points

Continuous

1 hour

AM-2

Continuous

1 hour

AM-2

Continuous

1 hour

AM-2

Continuous

1 hour

AM-4

-

-

AM-1

metres per
second
degrees
Watts per
square metre
-
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Note: Sampling Method is in accordance with the NSW EPA, 2001,
Approved Methods for the Sampling and Analysis of Air Pollutants in
NSW.

Annual Returns
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Recommendations

ANC

Link currently not
available
for
complaints prior
to
FY16/17.

would not operate during
low light and night time
conditions. The station was
online for 98% of the
reporting period, within the
OEH Upper Hunter Air
Quality
Monitoring
Network’s target of 95%
online. The site has now
installed a low voltage
alarm and reviews weather
data on a weekly basis. The
weather station data review
software and records were
observed at the audit.
Weather station observed
with
results
available
online.
All
parameters
required are monitored.
Real time monitoring data
reviewed by auditor.
EPL and consent conditions
are now aligned. The AR’s
describe the parameters
that
are
continuously
monitored at the weather
station near Belmont.
Monitoring
locations
installed by qualified third
parties to achieve siting to
approved methods.

17
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Compliance
Status

M5.1

The licensee must keep a legible record of all complaints made to the
licensee or any employee or agent of the licensee in relation to pollution
arising from any activity to which this licence applies.

Company
Website

Complaints register is made
available online for the
reporting
period.
Complaints presented in a

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

table
detailing
complaint,
date
response.
M5.3

The record of a complaint must be kept for at least 4 years after the
complaint was made.

Complaints
Records
Annual
Reviews

Compliance
Status

Update link
website.

the
and

Complaints
summary
provided
in
Annual
Reviews.
Complaints
records are kept for the
required four year period.

Recommendations

O

to

Opportunity
to
provide a record
of complaints for
four year period
on
company
website.

18
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No

Assessment Requirement

PA 10639 of 2005 (Modification 3, issued June 2017)
4.13
During quarrying operations on site, the Applicant shall:
(a) implement best management practice to:
• protect the safety of people and livestock in the surrounding
area;
• protect public or private infrastructure/property in the
surrounding area from any damage; and
• minimise the dust and fume emissions of any blasting;
(b) avoid any flyrock impacts on The Fig Tree Hill Land, or the continued
rural use of that land; and
(c) operate a suitable system to enable the local community to get up-to-date
information on the proposed blasting schedule on site, to the satisfaction
of the Secretary
4.14

19
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Prior to the commencement of operations in each stage of the development after
Stage 1, the Applicant shall prepare, and subsequently implement, a Blast
Management Plan for the development in consultation with the landowner(s) of
The Fig Tree Hill Land, the EPA and to the satisfaction of the Secretary. This plan
must:
(a) include a summary of monitoring results for the previous quarry stage;
(b) describe the objectives for noise and blasting at that stage;
(c) describe the proposed blasting design for that stage, and demonstrate
that the design will meet the blast criteria listed in Tables 3 and 4;
(d) include a monitoring program for evaluating and reporting on the
performance of the development, including:
• compliance with the blasting criteria in this consent; and
• minimising the fume emissions from the site;
(e) describe the measures that would be implemented to:
• ensure compliance with the blasting criteria and operating
conditions of this consent;
• avoid any flyrock impacts on The Fig Tree Hill Land;
• minimise dust and fume emissions; and
• minimise, mitigate, remediate or compensate for any other
blasting impacts of the development, including any such
impacts on people, livestock and property,
to the satisfaction of the Secretary.

Reference/
Evidence
Blast
Management
Plan

Comments

Compliance
Status

Recommendations

DPE provided feedback on the
recently
submitted
(6
September
2017)
Blast
Management
Plan.
The
updated BMP incorporating
DPE comments to be submitted
following IEA.

O

ERM
understands
the
BMP
was
approved by DPE on
15/11/17,
after
ERM’s onsite audit.

O

Prior to Stage 5,
ensure consultation
with EPA and the
landowner(s) of The
Fig Tree Hill Land is
completed, ongoing
and documented.

ERM reviewed the BMP and
the content aligns with the 4.13
conditions.

Blast
Management
Plan

Stage 1 – 4 commenced prior to
current audit period. Stage 5 is
due to commence October 2018.
The updated BMP currently
under review acknowledges
consultation
with
the
landowner(s) of The Fig Tree
Hill Land, the EPA. Page 17 of
BMP.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No
4.17

20
4.41

Assessment Requirement
The Applicant must prepare an Air Quality Management Plan for the
development to the satisfaction of the Secretary. This plan must:
(a) be prepared in consultation with the EPA, and submitted to the Secretary
for approval by 30 September 2015;
(b) be revised in consultation with the EPA and submitted to the Secretary
for approval prior to the commencement of quarrying activities in either
Stages 5 or 6;
(c) describe the measures that would be implemented to demonstrate
compliance with the relevant air quality impact assessment criteria and
conditions of this consent;
(d) include a site-specific best management practice determination;
(e) describe the proposed air quality management system; and
(f) include an air quality monitoring program that:
• is capable of evaluating the performance of the development;
• includes risk-based monitoring to demonstrate compliance with
the criteria in Table 5;
• includes ongoing real-time particulate monitoring;
• includes a Trigger Action Response Plan (TARP) which
describes the actions to be taken when specific trigger levels are
exceeded;
• adequately supports the air quality management system; and
• evaluates and reports on the adequacy of the air quality
management system.
The Applicant must implement the approved plan as approved from time to time
by the Secretary.
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Within 5 years of providing the Rehabilitation Management Plan to the Secretary,
and every 5 years thereafter, the Applicant must review and update the plan to
the satisfaction of the Secretary.

Reference/
Evidence
Air
Quality
Management
Plan
Interview with
Environmental
Officer

Comments
The Air Quality Management
Plan,
describes
mitigative
measures including site specific
best
management
practice
determination,
mitigation
measures specific to blasting
activities, emission of products
of combustion from plant and
machinery, fugitive release of
emissions from fuel storage
areas and daily site inspections.

Compliance
Status
ANC

The AQMP has undergone
review and update to meet the
requirements of the recent
Development
Consent
Modification updated in June
2017. At the time of this audit
the AQMP has been submitted
to the EPA and DPE for review
and approval.

Letter
from
Department
of
Planning
of
approval
of
Environmental
Management
Plans, signed by
delegate to the
Director General
June 2008

The letter from the Department
of Planning to CB, describes the
Department has reviewed the
Rehabilitation
Management
Plan and is satisfied that they
adequately
address
the
requirements set out in the
relevant conditions of the
development consent.

ANC

Recommendations
Updated AQMP to
include conditions
added in June 2017.
- includes ongoing
real-time particulate
monitoring;
- includes a Trigger
Action
Response
Plan (TARP) which
describes the actions
to be taken when
specific trigger levels
are exceeded.
CB advised ERM
that a revised AQMP
was approved by
DPE on 13/12/2017,
after ERM’s onsite
audit.

ANC raised due to
DPE finding during
the audit period
which has since been
resolved. No further
action required.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence
DPE
Audit
Report
September 2016
DPE
Letter,
Review
of
Management
Plans, signed by
a Director for
Resource
Assessments as
the
Secretary’s
nominee,
October 2016.

21

Email from DPE
to CB, 19 October
2017.
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4.45

Prior to the commencement of works, the Applicant must formalise the Right of
Way for the haulage road, to the satisfaction of the Secretary.

Outside of audit
period
Interview with
Environmental
Officer

Comments

Compliance
Status

Recommendations

ANC

No action - outside
of audit period.

The
DPE
Audit
report,
September 2016, found an
Administrative Non-Compliance.
Revised
Rehabilitation
Management Plan was submitted
to the Department on 27 October
2014 , however approval was still
pending at the time of the audit.
The DPE letter, Review of
Management Plans, confirms
that the proposed changes to
the Rehabilitation Management
Plan provided on October 2014,
were approved and accepted
by the Department in October
2016.
The
Rehabilitation
Management Plan has been
reviewed, revised following
Modification 3 of Development
Consent
10639/2005
and
provided to DPE on 6
September 2017 for approval.
DPE approved the RMP on 19
October 2017.
No evidence that there was
approval of formalised Right of
Way for the Haulage Road
from DPE.
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No

Assessment Requirement

4.52

The dilapidation surveys required under Condition 51 must be conducted by a
suitably qualified, experienced and independent person, whose appointment has
been approved by the Secretary. The owners of the Fig Tree Hill Land are to
supply the applicant with three suggested nominees within 3 months from the
grant of this consent. The applicant will submit one engineer from the list to be
put forward by the applicant for approval by the Secretary.

6.5

The Applicant must immediately notify the Secretary and any other relevant
agencies of any incident. Within 7 days of the date of the incident, the Applicant
must provide the Secretary and any relevant agencies with a detailed report on
the incident, and such further reports as may be requested.

Reference/
Evidence
Interview with
Environment
Officer

CB Letter to DPE,
Report on outage
of Meteorological
Station at Albion
Park Quarry, 22
June 2016

Comments

22

CB has requested Fig Tree Hill
provide
nominations
for
potential persons to conduct
dilapidation survey, however
this has not been received to
date. CB has not been
permitted
access
by
the
nominees to conduct the
survey.
The
outage
of
the
meteorological
station
at
Albion Park Quarry was
reported on 22 June 2016. CB
provided DPE the incident
written report 8 days after the
issue was identified, this is
outside the 7 day notification
period. ERM acknowledges
that CB notified DPE when the
incident was first identified, as
required in the consent.

Compliance
Status
O

ANC

Recommendations
Continue to engage
with Fig Tree Hill
regarding
dilapidation
surveys.

Maintain files to
demonstrate chain of
communication with
Secretary following
an incident.
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5

CONCLUSION
An audit of Ministers Conditions Of Consent, PA 10639 of 2005 (Mod 3, June
2017) and EPL_299 conditions has been completed, as well as a check against
commitments made in the management plans developed as part of Conditions
of Consent for the site.
Overall, conformance was achieved with the audit documents that were
reviewed. The number of non-compliances with the statutory conditions is
summarised in Table 5.1 below:

Table 5.1

Summary of Audit Findings
Number of
Conditions
EPL 299
25

Non compliances

Administrative
Non - compliances

1
High (-), Medium (-),
Low (1)
PA 10639 of 2005 (Modification 3, issued June 2017)
97
-

Observations

1

1

4

3

High (-), Medium (-),
Low (-)

An action response table has been developed by CB addressing all audit
findings
and
will
be
submitted
separately
to
this
report.
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Annex A

Department of Planning And
Environment Auditor
Approval
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A2

Annex B

Detailed Audit Compliance
Table

Annex B1.

Compliance with Ministers Conditions Of Approval PA
10639 of 2005 (Mod 3, June 2017)
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Table B 1
No

Compliance with Ministers Conditions of Approval PA 10639 of 2005 (Modification 3, issued June 2017)
Assessment Requirement

Reference/

Comments

Evidence

Compliance
Status

SCHEDULE 3 – ADMINISTRATIVE CONDITIONS
OBLIGATION TO MINIMISE HARM TO THE ENVIRONMENT
3.1.

The Applicant must implement all practicable measures to
prevent and/or minimise any harm to the environment that
may result from the construction, operation, or rehabilitation
of the development.

QEMP
EMS

C

No significant change to process
during
audit
period.
CB
operates as a hard rock quarry
with associated crushing and
screening as well as a concrete
batching plant.

C

SCOPE OF DEVELOPMENT
3.2.

B2

CB has implemented a Quarry
Environmental
Management
Plan and has an Environmental
Management System certified to
ISO14001.

The Applicant must carry out the development generally in
accordance with:

0426099/FINAL/23 JANUARY 2018

(a) DA No. 466–11-2003;
(b) The EIS titled Proposed Quarry Extension Albion Park,
dated October 2003, and prepared by Perram & Partners;
(c) (c) Modification Application 10639 of 2005 MOD 1 and
the accompanying SEE titled “Albion Park Quarry:
Application to Modify Development Consent Increase
Production Limit”, dated November 2008, as amended
by the correspondence to the Department dated 24 June
2009;
(d) (d) Modification Application 10639 of 2005 MOD 2 and
the accompanying Environmental Assessment titled
Modification of Development Consent 10639 of 2005
(LEC) Albion Park Quarry – Increased Production Limit
prepared by Martin Morris & Jones Pty Ltd and dated
November 2013;

(e) Modification Application 10639 of 2005 MOD 3 and the

Observations
Interview
with
Environmental
Officer

Recommendations

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/

Comments

Evidence

(f)

Compliance
Status

accompanying
Environmental
Assessment
titled
Modification of Development Consent 10639 of 2005
(LEC) Activation of Approved Stages 5 & 6 – Albion Park
Quarry prepared by Martin Morris & Jones Pty Ltd and
dated August 2016, including the associated Response To
Submissions dated 23 December 2016 and supplementary
letter titled Further Response to Matters Raised in
Updated Submissions dated 28 February 2017, and the
Aboriginal Cultural Heritage Desktop Assessment:
Albion Park Quarry prepared by Biosis Pty Ltd dated 21
February 2017; and
The Site Layout Plan.

B3

3.2A

The Applicant must carry out the development in accordance
with the conditions of this consent

Note

Noted

Note

3.3

If there is any inconsistency between the documents listed in
condition 2 of Schedule 3, the conditions of this consent shall
prevail to the extent of the inconsistency.

Note

Noted

Note

3.4

The Applicant must comply with any
requirement/s of the Secretary arising from:

Correspondence
with Department

Correspondence
with
the
Department of Planning and
Environment
(DPE)
dated
October
2016
requesting
additional detail in the Annual
Reviews.
Auditor
sighted
follow-up correspondence from
CB confirming implemented
changes met the requirements

a)

b)
0426099/FINAL/23 JANUARY 2018

c)

reasonable

any reports, plans, strategies, programs, reviews, audits
or correspondence that are submitted in accordance with
this consent;
any reports, reviews or audits commissioned by the
Department regarding compliance with this consent; and
the implementation of any actions or measures contained
in these documents.

DPE conducted an audit
September 2016, three minor
non-compliances identified and
subsequently
actioned.
No
outstanding actions. The non-

C

Recommendations

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/

Comments

Compliance

Evidence

Recommendations

Status
compliances
were
administrative in nature.

all

The first was Schedule 4,
Condition 27 - the Water
Management Plan had been
submitted to the DPE on 31
January 2013 however approval
was still pending at the time of
audit.
The second was Schedule 4
Condition 40, where the Revised
Rehabilitation
Management
Plan was

B4

submitted to the DPE on 27
October 2014,
however approval was still
pending at the time of audit.
The third was Schedule 4,
Condition 42, Rehabilitation
Bond was required to be
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submitted 6 months of the date
of the consent, being 2006,
however it was submitted 13
November 2008.
3.5

Deleted

-

-

-

-

3.6

Deleted

-

-

-

-

PERIOD OF APPROVAL

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/

Comments

Evidence

Compliance

Recommendations

Status

Note: Under this consent, the Applicant is required to rehabilitate the site and carry out additional undertakings to the satisfaction of the Secretary. Consequently, this consent will continue to apply
in all other respects other than the right to conduct quarrying operations until the rehabilitation of the site and those undertakings have been carried out to a satisfactory standard.
3.7

The Applicant may carry out quarrying operations on the site
until 21 February 2036.

Note

Noted

Annual Review

Reporting states that works do
not exceed the maximum scale
specified.

Note

LIMITS ON PRODUCTION
3.8

The production of quarry products from the quarry must not
exceed 900,000 tonnes in any financial year.

FY 14/15
FY 15/16

C

Production figures from Annual
Returns:

FY 16/17

FY 14/15: 534,841 tonnes
FY 15 /16: 535,121 tonnes
FY 16/17: 647,043 tonnes

B5

3.9

The Applicant must:
1.
2.

provide annual production data to the DRG using the
standard form for that purpose; and
include a copy of this data in the Annual Review.

Department
of
Industry Resources
& Energy form:
Return
for
Extractive Materials
FY 14/15, FY 15/16,
FY FY16/17
Annual
(AR)
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FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

Review

Reporting states that works do
not exceed the maximum scale
specified.
Production figures from Annual
Returns:
FY 14/15: 534,841 tonnes
FY 15 /16: 535,121 tonnes
FY 16/17: 647,043 tonnes

C

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/

Comments

Evidence

Compliance
Status

PROTECTION OF PUBLIC INFRASTRUCTURE
3.10

10. The Applicant must:
a)

b)

repair, or pay the full costs associated with repairing,
any public infrastructure that is damaged by the
development; and
relocate, or pay the full costs associated with
relocating, any public infrastructure that needs to be
relocated as a result of the development.

Interview
with
Environmental
Officer

No damage or relocation of
public infrastructure during
reporting period.

NT

Reviewed
MEX
work planning for
scheduled
maintenance.

All maintenance records and
preventative
maintenance
schedules are managed through
MEX and managed by the
workshop.

C

Observations

No demolition during audit
period.

NT

Operations commenced prior to
current audit period.

NT

OPERATION OF PLANT AND EQUIPMENT
3.11

The Applicant must ensure that all plant and equipment at
the site, or used in connection with the development, are:

B6

i.
ii.

maintained in a proper and efficient condition; and
operated in a proper and efficient manner.

DEMOLITION
3.12

The Applicant must ensure that all demolition work is carried
out in accordance with AS 2601-2001: The Demolition of
Structures, or its latest version.

Interview
with
Environmental
Officer
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COMPLIANCE
3.13

Prior to commencement of operations, the Applicant must
commission an independent person(s) or organisation(s),
approved by the Secretary, to certify in writing to the
satisfaction of the Secretary, that the Applicant has complied
with all conditions of this consent applicable prior to that
event.

Outside
period.

scope

Recommendations

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/

Comments

Evidence
3.14

At least two weeks prior to the commencement of works in
each Stage of the Quarry, the Applicant must notify the
owners of the Fig Tree Hill Land, in writing, of the date of
commencement of the works.

Works
Commencement
Correspondence
Interview
with
Environmental
Officer

Compliance
Status

Owners of the Fig Tree Hill
Land notified in 2007 prior to
commencement of Stage 1.
Modification 3 (7 June 2017)
introduced
the
amended
approach to notification. Not
triggered during the current
audit period for Stage 5 and
Stage 6. Currently working
Stage 4, notified through initial
2007 notification.

NT

Recommendations

B7
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No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

Recommendations

SCHEDULE 4 – SPECIFIC ENVIRONMENTAL CONDITIONS
IDENTIFICATION OF BOUNDARIES
4.1
Prior to the commencement of works, and prior to the Observations
Boundary markers observed by
C
commencement of works in each of Stages 5 and 6 of the
site auditor.
Quarry, the Applicant must:
Correspondence
Letter from DPE dated 23 June
(a) engage a registered surveyor to mark out the boundaries with DPE
2008 confirming satisfaction of
of the approved limits of extraction;
the condition.
(b) submit a survey plan of these boundaries to the Secretary;
and
(c) ensure that these boundaries are clearly marked at all
times in a permanent manner that allows operating staff
and inspecting officers to clearly identify those limits.
Note: The limit of extraction includes the area described in the EIS, as amended by the ‘Quarry Area’ shown on the plan in Appendix 2 (southern boundary), and as amended by the conditions
below.

B8
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No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence

B9

BUFFER
4.2
A minimum buffer of 10 metres must be maintained between
the common northern boundary of Lot 1, DP 858245 and the
southern boundary of Lot 4, DP 3709. No extraction is
permitted within this 10 metre buffer area. The buffer may be
used for landscaping, minor drainage works, noise/visual
bunds, alignment of the haul road (including batters), as
depicted on the plan in Appendix 3.
NOISE
Construction of Noise/Visual Bunds
4.3
The Applicant must complete construction of the noise/visual
bunds prior to commencing extraction of production material,
and must make all reasonable efforts to complete construction
of the bunds within 26 weeks of commencement.
Noise Limits
4.4
The Applicant must ensure that noise generated by the
development does not exceed the criteria specified in Table 1.
Table 1: Noise Criteria for the Development
Noise Limits dB(A) LAeq (15minute)
Receiver Locations
Stages 1-2 Stages 3-4 Stages 5-6
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‘The Hill’ residence
(Dunster premises)
‘The Cottage’ residence
(Dunster premises)
Approved rural workers
dwelling (Dunster
Greenmeadows Residential
Estate

35

38

35

35

38

35

35

38

35

41

41

41

Survey Plan
Observation

Outside
period.

scope

Noise
Monitoring
Reports, SLR, 2014 –
2017
Quarry
Operation
Noise
Monitoring
Reports by SLR,
dated July 2015, July
2016, July 2017

Comments

Compliance
Status

Survey plan confirms 10m (plus)
buffer.

C

Operations commenced prior to
current audit period.

NT

Review of noise monitoring
reports, conducted by SLR, for
the reporting period confirms no
exceedance identified.

C

Recommendations

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No
Notes:
1.
2.

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

Recommendations

B10
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Staging as depicted in Figure 3.5 of the EIS prepared by Perram and Partners, dated October 2003.
Receiver locations nominated in Table 5.12 of the report prepared by Richard Heggie and Associates Report No. 30-1079R1 titled ‘Noise and Blasting Impact Assessment – Cleary Bros
Albion Park Quarry’ (13 December 2002). At the time of the DA the above were the nearest affected residences.
3. The receiver locations and noise limits in the above table may be varied in the instance that negotiated agreements are entered into by the licensee and affected residents/occupiers or if
existing agreements become void, or the nearest receiver location changes due to urban encroachment. These limits may be subject to change with an EPL variation.
4. Noise from the premises is to be measured at the most affected point within the residential boundary, or at the most affected point within 30 metres of the dwelling where the dwelling is
more than 30 metres from the boundary, to determine compliance with the noise level limits in Table 1. Where it can be demonstrated that direct measurement of noise from the premises
is impractical, the EPA may accept alternative means of determining compliance. See Chapter 11 of the NSW Industrial Noise Policy. The modification factors presented in Section 4 of
the NSW Industrial Noise Policy must also be applied to the measured noise level where applicable.
5. The noise emission limits in Table 1 apply under meteorological conditions of:
o Wind speed up to 0.5m/s in any direction at 10 metres above ground level; or
o Temperature gradient (environmental lapse rate) conditions of less than or equal to 0oC/100m (lapse).
Operating Hours
4.5
The Applicant must comply with the operating hours in Table APQ_EPL_
Quarry operates on a single shift
C
2.
Blasting_Monitoring 7am – 5pm.
Table 2: Operating Hours for the Development
xls for FY15/16, FY The AR FY15/16 also describes a
Activity
Days of the Week Time
17/18.
maximum of one blast per day
with blast times reported
Drilling,
rock
breaking, Monday –
7.00 am –
Annual Review
between 9am and 5pm.
loading and haulage of Friday
5.30 pm
FY 14/15
material from quarry to Saturday
7.00 am –
FY 15/16
processing plant, processing
1.00 pm
FY 16/17
and stockpiling, overburden
stripping and other stage
preparatory works, all site
construction
activities,
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No
4.6

Assessment Requirement
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The following activities may be carried out at the premises
outside the hours specified in Table 2:
(a) the delivery of materials as requested by Police or
other authorities for safety reasons;
(b) emergency work to avoid the loss of lives, property
and/or to prevent environmental harm;
(c) workshop activities and other maintenance work
inaudible at the nearest affected receiver.
Operating Conditions
4.7
The Applicant must:
(a) implement all reasonable and feasible mitigation
measures to minimise the operational and road noise
of the development;
(b) minimise the noise impacts of the development
during meteorological conditions under which the
noise criteria in this consent do not apply; and
(c) carry out regular noise monitoring to determine
whether the development is complying with the
relevant conditions of this consent, to the satisfaction
of the Secretary.

Reference/
Evidence
Interview
with
Environmental
Officer

Noise Management
Plan
Complaints Register

Comments
No work
hours.

outside

operating

Noise
Management
Plan
confirms emplacement of noise
bund prior to commencement of
operations, restricted working
hours and noise monitoring.
During the audit period there
were 10 complaints on the
complaints register that relate to
noise, vibration or effect from
the blast. Noise and vibration
levels were in approved limits
for
the
corresponding
complaints. All complaints are
followed up.

Compliance
Status
NT

C

Recommendations
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Noise Management Plan
4.8
The Applicant must prepare a Noise Management Plan for the
development to the satisfaction of the Secretary. This plan
must:
(a) be prepared in consultation with the EPA, and
submitted to the Secretary for approval by 30
September 2015;
(b) describe the measures that would be implemented to
ensure compliance with the relevant noise criteria
and operating conditions in this consent;
(c) describe the proposed noise management system on
site; and
(d) include a monitoring program that:

uses attended monitoring to evaluate the compliance
of the development against the noise criteria in this
consent;

evaluates and reports on the effectiveness of the
noise management system and the best practice noise
management measures; and

defines what constitutes a noise incident, and
includes a protocol for identifying and notifying the
Department and relevant stakeholders of any noise
incidents.
The Applicant must implement the approved plan as
approved from time to time by the Secretary.
4.9
Deleted

Reference/
Evidence

Letter
from
Department
of
Planning of approval
of
Environmental
Management Plans,
signed by delegate to
the Director General,
March 2006

Comments

Compliance
Status

The letter contained DPE
approval
for
the
Noise
Monitoring Program and Blast
Management Plan.

C

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement

BLASTING AND VIBRATION
Airblast Overpressure Criteria
4.10
The Applicant must ensure that the airblast overpressure level
from blasting at the development does not exceed the criteria
in Table 3 at any point that is located at least 3.5m from any
residence or other sensitive receiver on privately-owned land.
Table 3: Airblast Overpressure Limits
Airblast
Allowable exceedance
overpressure level
[dB(Li115P k)]
5% of the total number of blasts over any 12
120

month reporting period
0%

B13

Ground Vibration Criteria
4.11
The Applicant must ensure that the peak particle velocity
from blasting at the development does not exceed the criteria
in Table 4 at any residence or sensitive receiver on privatelyowned land.
Table 4: Ground Vibration Limits
Peak particle
Allowable exceedance
velocity (mm/s)
5
10

5% of the total number of blasts over any 12
month reporting period
0%

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

APQ_EPL_
Blasting_Monitoring
xls for FY 14/15,
FY15/16, FY 17/18.

Air blast overpressure levels
reported were below the limit
for both conditions a) and b)
during the audit period.

C

Following review of monitoring
data, all airblast overpressure
levels for the audit period were
reported below the limit for both
conditions a) and b).

C

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

APQ_EPL_
Blasting_Monitoring
xls for FY15/16, FY
17/18.
Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement

Blasting Restrictions
4.12
Blasting operations on the premises may only take place:
(a) between 9am and 5pm Monday to Friday inclusive;
(b) are limited to 1 blast each day; and
(c) at such other times as may be approved by the EPA.

B14
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Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

APQ_EPL_
Blasting_Monitoring
xls for FY15/16, FY
17/18.

APQ_EPL_ Blasting_Monitoring
xls for reporting period indicates
maximum of one blast per day.
The auditor reviewed three
environmental
monitoring
reports from June – September
2017, and the EPL blasting
monitoring reports for the
reporting period and it was
reported only one blast was
undertaken each day between
the hours of 9am – 5pm Monday
to Friday.

C

DPE provided feedback on the
recently submitted (6 September
2017) Blast Management Plan.
The updated BMP incorporating
DPE comments to be submitted
following IEA.

O

Submit updated BMP
incorporating
DPE
comments following IEA.

O

Prior to Stage 5 ensure

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

Operating Conditions
4.13
During quarrying operations on site, the Applicant shall:
(d) implement best management practice to:
• protect the safety of people and livestock in
the surrounding area;
• protect
public
or
private
infrastructure/property in the surrounding
area from any damage; and
• minimise the dust and fume emissions of
any blasting;
(e) avoid any flyrock impacts on The Fig Tree Hill Land,
or the continued rural use of that land; and
(f) operate a suitable system to enable the local
community to get up-to-date information on the
proposed blasting schedule on site, to the satisfaction
of the Secretary
Blast Management Plan
4.14
Prior to the commencement of operations in each stage of the

Blast
Plan

Management

Recommendations

ERM reviewed the BMP and the
content aligns with the 4.13
conditions.

Blast

Management

Stage 1 – 4 commenced prior to

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement
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development after Stage 1, the Applicant shall prepare, and
subsequently implement, a Blast Management Plan for the
development in consultation with the landowner(s) of The Fig
Tree Hill Land, the EPA and to the satisfaction of the
Secretary. This plan must:
(f) include a summary of monitoring results for the
previous quarry stage;
(g) describe the objectives for noise and blasting at that
stage;
(h) describe the proposed blasting design for that stage,
and demonstrate that the design will meet the blast
criteria listed in Tables 3 and 4;
(i) include a monitoring program for evaluating and
reporting on the performance of the development,
including:
• compliance with the blasting criteria in this
consent; and
• minimising the fume emissions from the
site;
(j) describe the measures that would be implemented to:
• ensure compliance with the blasting criteria
and operating conditions of this consent;
• avoid any flyrock impacts on The Fig Tree
Hill Land;
• minimise dust and fume emissions; and
• minimise,
mitigate,
remediate
or
compensate for any other blasting impacts
of the development, including any such
impacts on people, livestock and property,
to the satisfaction of the Secretary.
AIR QUALITY
Impact Assessment Criteria
Notes to Table 5:

Reference/
Evidence
Plan

Comments
current audit period. Stage 5 is
due to commence October 2018.
The updated BMP currently
under review acknowledges
consultation
with
the
landowner(s) of The Fig Tree Hill
Land, the EPA. Page 17 of BMP.

Compliance
Status

Recommendations
consultation with EPA and
the landowner(s) of The
Fig Tree Hill Land is
completed
and
documented.
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No

Assessment Requirement

(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)
4.15

Reference/
Comments
Compliance
Recommendations
Evidence
Status
Total impact (i.e. incremental increase in concentrations due to the development plus background concentrations due to all other sources);
Incremental impact (i.e. incremental increase in concentrations due to the development on its own); c Deleted
Excludes extraordinary events such as bushfires, prescribed burning, dust storms, sea fog, fire incidents, illegal activities or any other activity agreed by the Secretary in consultation
with EPA.
“Reasonable and feasible avoidance measures” includes, but is not limited to, the operational requirements in conditions 16 and 17 to develop and implement air quality management
system that ensures operational responses to the risks of exceedance of the criteria.
The Applicant must ensure that all reasonable and feasible Air
Quality A number of occasions during
C
avoidance and mitigation measures are employed so that Monitoring Results
audit period registered values
particulate matter emissions generated by the development do
above the criterion but after
not exceed the criteria in Table 5 at any sensitive receiver or Annual Review
analysis this was due to the
residence on privately-owned land.
FY 14/15
elevated background conditions
Table 5: Air quality criteria
FY 15/16
and does not span above the EPL
FY 16/17
limits. The Annual review
Pollutant
Av
Criterion
describes:
e

B16

Particulate matter < 10
µm (PM10)
Particulate matter < 10
µm (PM10)
Total suspended
particulates (TSP)

An
nua
24
hou
An
nua

a,c 30 µg/m3
b 50 µg/m3
a,c 90 µg/m3
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The NSW Government Office of
Environment and Heritage operate a
TEOM at Terry Reserve, Albion
Park, which measures PM10
concentrations in real time. On these
days, the OEH monitor was never
downwind of the Albion Park
Quarry with the exception of a short
period of light winds, and as such
provides a suitable background on
which to assess the project’s
incremental impact. ON these days,
the OEH monitor recorded 26.8 and
32.9 µg/m3 respectively.
This suggests the incremental
impact of the Albion Park Quarry
was 31.3 µg/m3 and 24.5 µg/m3 on
these days, well below the

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

Recommendations

Development Consent trigger for
daily incremental impact. As such,
the project has complied with
development consent limits related
to air quality in the current
reporting period.
Dust suppression, sprays on all
processing plant, shaker grid for
exiting vehicles, sealed road
ways
at
quarry
entrance,
automatic load covers.

B17
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Operating Conditions
4.16
The Applicant must:
(a) implement best management practice to minimise
the dust emissions of the development;
(b) regularly assess meteorological and air quality
monitoring data to guide the day-to-day planning of
operations and implementation of air quality
mitigation measures to ensure compliance with the
relevant conditions of this consent;
(c) minimise the air quality impacts of the development
during adverse meteorological conditions and
extraordinary events (see Note d to Table 5 above);
(d) monitor and report on compliance with the relevant
air quality conditions in this consent; and
(e) minimise surface disturbance of the site, other than
as permitted under this consent, to the satisfaction of
the Secretary.
Air Quality Management Plan
4.17
The Applicant must prepare an Air Quality Management Plan
for the development to the satisfaction of the Secretary. This

Dust suppression, sprays on all
processing plant, shaker grid for
exiting vehicles, sealed road
ways
at
quarry
entrance,
automatic load covers.
Meteorological and air quality
monitoring is conducted in
accordance with conditions of
approval.
Site operations are amended to
reflect meteorological conditions.
Air quality monitoring results are
reported within ARs

C

The
site
has
minimised
overburden stripping to footprint
of operational / extractive areas.
Air
Quality
Management Plan

The Air Quality Management
Plan,
describes
mitigative

ANC

Updated AQMP to include
conditions added in June

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement
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plan must:
(g) be prepared in consultation with the EPA, and
submitted to the Secretary for approval by 30
September 2015;
(h) be revised in consultation with the EPA and
submitted to the Secretary for approval prior to the
commencement of quarrying activities in either
Stages 5 or 6;
(i) describe the measures that would be implemented to
demonstrate compliance with the relevant air quality
impact assessment criteria and conditions of this
consent;
(j) include a site-specific best management practice
determination;
(k) describe the proposed air quality management
system; and
(l) include an air quality monitoring program that:
• is capable of evaluating the performance of
the development;
• includes
risk-based
monitoring
to
demonstrate compliance with the criteria in
Table 5;
• includes ongoing real-time particulate
monitoring;
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•

•
•

includes a Trigger Action Response Plan
(TARP) which describes the actions to be
taken when specific trigger levels are
exceeded;
adequately supports the air quality
management system; and
evaluates and reports on the adequacy of

Reference/
Evidence
Interview
with
Environmental
Officer

Comments
measures including site specific
best
management
practice
determination,
mitigation
measures specific to blasting
activities, emission of products of
combustion from plant and
machinery, fugitive release of
emissions from fuel storage areas
and daily site inspections.
The AQMP has undergone
review and update to meet the
requirements of the recent
Development Consent
Modification updated in June
2017. At the time of this audit the
AQMP has been submitted to the
EPA and DPE for review and
approval.

Compliance
Status

Recommendations
2017.
- includes ongoing realtime
particulate
monitoring;
- includes a Trigger Action
Response Plan (TARP)
which
describes
the
actions to be taken when
specific trigger levels are
exceeded.
CB advised ERM that a
revised
AQMP
was
approved by DPE on
13/12/2017, after ERM’s
onsite audit

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

the air quality management system.
The Applicant must implement the approved plan as
approved from time to time by the Secretary.
METEOROLOGICAL MONITORING
4.18
For the life of the development, the Applicant must ensure
that there is a suitable meteorological station operating in the
vicinity of the site that complies with the requirements in the
Approved Methods for Sampling of Air Pollutants in New
South Wales guideline.

B19

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17
Observations
Interview
with
Environment Officer

Weather station observed during
audit with results available
online. All parameters required
are
monitored.
Real
time
monitoring data reviewed by site
auditor.
EPL and consent conditions are
aligned. The AR’s describe the
parameters that are continuously
monitored at the weather station
near Belmont.
Monitoring locations installed by
qualified third parties to achieve
siting to approved methods.

C

Recommendations
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Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

Recommendations
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SURFACE & GROUNDWATER
Water Supply
Note: Under the Water Act 1912 and/or the Water Management Act 2000, the Applicant is required to obtain the necessary water licences for the development, including in respect of the
extraction and/or interception of groundwater.
4.19
The Applicant must ensure that it has sufficient water for all Water
Balance Water Balance Report included in
C
stages of the development, and if necessary, adjust the scale of Report
QEMP conducted by Perram and
quarrying operations on site to match its available supply, to
Partners (July 2008)
the satisfaction of the Secretary.
Water Pollution
4.20
Unless an EPL or the EPA authorises otherwise, the Applicant Annual Returns to No incidents where pollution
C
must comply with section 120 of the
EPA
2014/15, incident response plan (PIRMP)
Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997 during the 2015/16
has been activated for pollution
carrying out of the development.
to water. PIRMP has been
activated during the audit period
for release of fuel from a vehicle.
ERM notes this incident occurred
on the public road outside the
quarry and is outside the EPL
boundary. Activation of the
PIRMP was reported in the EPL
Annual Return 2015/16, but not
considered a non-compliance.
No discharge with elevated
parameters during audit period.
4.21
The Applicant must ensure that the discharges from any Annual Review
All Annual Reviews reported
C
licensed discharge point/s comply with the limits in Table 6, FY 14/15
water discharges from the
unless otherwise agreed by the EPA.
FY 15/16
Quarry Pit Extension (EPL
Table 6: Water Discharge Pollution Limits
FY 16/17
monitoring point 6) are with the
required limits for both TSS and
Units of
Pollutant
Maximum Limit
pH.
Measure
TSS

mg/L

50

pH

pH

6.5 – 8.5
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Groundwater
4.22
In the event that groundwater in any aquifer is intersected
during extraction activities, the Applicant must undertake a
hydrogeological investigation in consultation with DPI Water
and to the satisfaction of the Secretary. The investigation must
report on groundwater sources, levels, yield and quality;
identify any risks to groundwater users or groundwater
dependent
ecosystems
and
propose
recommended
management measures.
The Applicant must implement reasonable and feasible
groundwater impact management measures to the satisfaction
of the Secretary.
4.23
Deleted
Storm Water Management System
4.24
The Applicant must ensure that the stormwater management
system for the development is designed, constructed and
operated to capture and treat polluted waters from storm
event(s) of less than, and including a 1:10 year, 24 hour
duration, average recurrence interval (that is 225 mm of total
rainfall within the 24 hour period).
4.25
Within 5 days of a rainfall event, the Applicant must ensure
that the basins in the stormwater management system are
treated and emptied to maintain the required storage volume.
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Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

Interview
with
Environment Officer

No groundwater intersection
from
extraction
activities
reported during site audit period.

NT

Stormwater
Management System
Correspondence

Letter dated 12 December 2008
from KF Williams & Associates
confirms stormwater designs met
this condition.

C

Discharge Data
Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

Stormwater system, discharge
data for point 6 indicates regular
discharge.

C

Interview
with
Environmental
Officer

AR14/15
reported
that
monitoring of pH, turbidity were
measured at monitoring point 6,
quarry
extension
during
discharges.
AR 15/16 reported all discharges

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

at point 6 complied with limits in
the EPL for turbidity and pH in
the reporting period. Turbidity
for each discharge event shows a
gradual and continual reduction
in suspended solids throughout
all multiday discharges, which is
to be expected with additional
settlement time. pH however
shows littlevariation throughout
multi-day
discharges,
with
fluctuations generally minimal
with a narrow range.

B22

AR FY 16/17 reported all Quarry
Extension discharges completed
with limits of the EPL and
Development
Consent
for
turbidity
and
pH.
Only
variations outside the historical
ranges of analytes tested related
to low turbidity measurements
that were recorded as solids
settled
over
multi
day
discharges.
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Flocculant Management
4.26
The Applicant must not use a flocculant, other than gypsum,
without the written approval of the EPA.
Monitoring and Management
4.27
Within 12 months of the date of this consent, the Applicant
must prepare a Water Management Plan for the development,
in consultation with DPI Water and to the satisfaction of the
Secretary. This plan must be prepared by a qualified

Interview
with
Environment Officer

No flocculants used in water
treatment.

C

Water Management
Plan
Review
by
Golder Associates,
2013

The water management plan
was reviewed on 18 January
2013 by Golder Associates. The
most recent version of the WMP

C

Recommendations
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4.28

Assessment Requirement
hydrogeologist and include:
(a) a Water Balance;
(b) an Erosion and Sediment Control Plan;
(c) a Surface Water Monitoring Program;
(d) a Ground Water Monitoring Program; and
(e) an Integrated Water Management Strategy, if the
water balance shows a potential demand for water
above that which can be collected from rainfall.
Prior to the commencement of quarrying activities in Stages 5
and 6, the Water Management Plan must be revised, in
consultation with DPI Water and to the satisfaction of the
Secretary. The revised Water Management Plan must include
a detailed description of the surface water management
system on site, including the area, depth and capacity of any
in-pit sumps. The Applicant must implement the approved
plan as approved from time to time by the Secretary.
The Water Balance must include:
(a) consideration of the existing quarry and processing
site, existing water storage dam and the proposed
quarry and haul road;
(b) the source of all water collected or stored on the site,
including rainfall, stormwater and groundwater;
(c) the estimated water use demand in wet, average and
drought years.

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

was approved by the delegate of
the Director-General, prior to
current audit period. Water
Management
Plan
recently
submitted to DPI Water for
comment, August 2017. Stage 5
is scheduled to commence
October 2018.

QEMP, Appendix G.
Water
Balance
(Perram & Partners,
July 2008)
Water Management
Plan
Review
by
Golder Associates,
2013
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Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

The QEMP contains a Water
Balance undertaken by Perram
& Partners, July 2008, takes into
account all required criteria.
The Site’s Water Management
Plan, including a water balance
was reviewed on 18 January
2013 by Golder Associates.
The most recent version was
approved prior to current audit
period. Water Management Plan
recently submitted to DPI Water
for comment, August 2017. Stage
5 is scheduled to commence
October 2018.
The Site water balance is also
described in all Annual Reviews

C

Recommendations
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No

4.29

Assessment Requirement

29. The Erosion and Sediment Control Plan must:
(a) be consistent with the requirements of the
Department of Housing’s Managing Urban
Stormwater: Soils and Construction manual;
(b) identify activities that could cause soil erosion and
generate sediment;
(c) describe measures to minimise soil erosion and the
potential for the transport of sediment to
downstream waters
(d) describe the location, function, and capacity of
erosion and sediment control structures; and
(e) describe what measures would be implemented to
maintain the structures over time.

Reference/
Evidence
QEMP 2008
Water Management
Plan
Review
by
Golder Associates,
2013
Water Management
Plan (revised and
recently submitted to
DPI
Water
for
comment,
August
2017).

B24

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

Comments
that address all required criteria.
The Erosion and Sediment
Control Plan forms part of the
Water Management Plan that is
under review. The QEMP
describes Erosion and Sediment
Controls along the access road
and on the quarry site. All
Annual Reviews describe the
implementation of the Erosion
and Sediment Control Plan
during the construction phase of
the quarry.

Compliance
Status
C

Recommendations
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4.31

0426099/FINAL/23 JANUARY 2018

4.32

Assessment Requirement
The Surface Water Monitoring Program must include:
(a) detailed baseline data on surface water flows and
quality;
(b) surface water impact assessment criteria;
(c) a program to monitor surface water flows and
quality;
(d) a program to manage water releases from the site,
including consideration of water treatment measures,
such as vegetated swales;
(e) a program to monitor bank and bed stability;
(f) a protocol for the investigation, notification and
mitigation of identified exceedances of the surface
water impact assessment criteria; and
(g) a program to monitor the effectiveness of the Erosion
and Sediment Control Plan.
31. The Ground Water Monitoring Program must include:
(a) detailed baseline data on groundwater levels and
quality, based on statistical analysis;
(b) groundwater impact assessment criteria;
(c) a program to monitor regional groundwater levels
and quality;
(d) a program to monitor groundwater level effects on
vegetation, and on groundwater supply to adjoining
properties;
(dd)
a program for monitoring groundwater inflows
into the quarry from the quarry face or floor, or into
any in-pit sumps;
(e) a protocol for the investigation, notification and
mitigation of identified exceedances of the
groundwater impact assessment criteria; and
(f) a protocol to consult with DPI Water prior to any reinjection of groundwater.
The Integrated Water Management Strategy must include:

Reference/
Evidence
Water Management
Plan
Review
by
Golder Associates,
2013
Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

Comments
The Water Management Plan
Review by Golder Associates,
describes the Surface Water
Monitoring Program which
addresses all the necessary
requirements.
All
Annual
Reviews
describe
the
implementation of the Surface
Water Monitoring Program and
results at the Site.

Compliance
Status
C

QEMP, 2008

Water Management
Plan
Review
by
Golder Associates,
2013
Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

The Water Management Plan
Review by Golder Associates,
describes
the
Groundwater
Monitoring Program which
addresses all the necessary
requirements.
All
Annual
Reviews
describe
the
implementation
of
the
Groundwater
Monitoring
Program and results at the Site.

C

QEMP, 2008

QEMP, 2008

An

Interview

with

the

NT

Recommendations
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(e) exploration of a range of options for a sustainable
resource alternative for water supply to the site;
(f) identification of all possible and available sources of
water;
(g) consistency with Government Water Reform
initiatives and policies;
(h) quality of water to meet usage requirements
including any possible effects on product;
(i) costs of supply;
(j) health and environmental impacts;
(k) legislative requirements;
(l) assessment of the feasibility, benefits and costs of
options;
(m) a process to identify and evaluate preferred options
for implementation; and
(n) the identification of a timetable for implementation
of the selected options.
Monitoring and Management
4.33
Each year, the Applicant must:
(a) review the Water Management Plan;
(b) update each sub-plan; and
(c) report the results of this review in the Annual
Review, including:
• the results of monitoring;
• details of the review for each sub-plan;
• amendments to the sub-plans; and
• details
of
the
measures
undertaken/proposed to address any identified
issues.

Reference/
Evidence
Interview
with
Environment Officer

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

Comments

Compliance
Status

Environment Officer described
that
CB’s
Water
Balance
indicates the site will have a
surplus of water, however the
site does not meet the criteria in
the Development Consent which
is that an Integrated Water
Management
Strategy,
[is
needed], if the water balance shows
a potential demand for water about
that which can be collected by
rainfall. As a result, an Integrated
Water Management Strategy has
not been required.

All Annual Reviews describe the
review of the Water Management
Plan and sub-plans each year. In
FY 14/15 and FY 15/16 the plan
remained applicable to the
project and no revisions were
required. In FY6/17 a review of
the plan, resulted in a revised
plan required. At the time of the
Audit this plan was submitted to
DPI Water for comment, August
2017.
All Annual Reviews include
reporting on all criteria required.

C

Recommendations
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FLORA & FAUNA
Vegetation Clearing Protocol
4.34
Prior to the commencement of works, the Applicant must
prepare a Vegetation Clearing Protocol for the development in
consultation with Council and the OEH, and to the
satisfaction of the Secretary. This plan must:
(a) delineate the areas of remnant vegetation to be
cleared; and
(b) describe the procedures that would be implemented
for:
• pre-clearance surveys;
• progressive clearing;
• fauna management;
• conserving and reusing topsoil;
• collecting seed from the site;
• salvaging and reusing material from the
site; and
• controlling weeds.

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

Vegetation Clearing
Protocol (July 2005)
Letter
from
Department
of
Planning of approval
of
Environmental
Management Plans,
signed by delegate to
the Director General
June 2008
Letter
from
the
Department
of
Planning of approval
of
Environmental
Management Plans,
March 2006, signed
by the Delegate for
the Director General
QEMP 2008

The two letters from the
Department of Planning, confirm
the Vegetation Clearing Protocol
addresses the requirements in the
condition of consent.
The QEMP, 2008 describes the
Vegetation Clearing Protocol and
includes
all
necessary
requirements.

C
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Southern Remnant Vegetation and Revegetation Area
Note: Other revegetation areas must be covered in the Vegetation Management Plan referred to in Condition 37 below.
4.35
The Applicant must conserve and maintain the southern areas Observations
Auditor sighted recent and
of remnant vegetation marked on the map in Appendix 2.
Vegetation
existing revegetation.
Management Plan
Vegetation Management plan
appended to QEMP and is
currently being revised.

C

Recommendations

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

4.36
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The Applicant must revegetate/rehabilitate and maintain the
areas marked ‘Area to be Planted’ and ‘Weed Control to
Promote Natural Vegetation’ on the map in Appendix 2.
Revegetation must be in accordance with the Vegetation
Management Plan described in Condition 37.
Vegetation Management Plan
4.37
Within 6 months of this consent, the Applicant must prepare a
Vegetation Management Plan for the development in
consultation with Council and the OEH, and to the
satisfaction of the Secretary. The plan must be prepared by a
suitably qualified ecologist / bush regenerator, and must
address:
(a) establishment of baseline data for existing vegetation
and habitat in the area;
(b) vegetation management on all areas of the site
outside the working area of the quarry;
(c) conservation, maintenance and enhancement of
threatened communities, including ‘Illawarra
Subtropical Rainforest’ and ‘Illawarra Lowlands
Grassy Woodlands’;
(d) conservation, maintenance and enhancement of
threatened plant species, including Cynanchum
elegans (White Cynachum), Daphnandra sp.aff
micrantha (Illawarra Socketwood), and Zieria
granulata (Illawarra Zieria);
(e) establishment and maintenance of vegetation/habitat
for threatened fauna species, including the Greyheaded flying fox;
(f) ongoing management of weeds and pests, including
the provision of stock-proof fencing and replacement
of damaged plantings;
(g) a program for how the performance of the measures

Reference/
Evidence
Refer 4.35

Refer 4.34

Comments

Compliance
Status
C

Vegetation Management Plan
approved prior to current audit
period, refer 4.34.

C

Refer 4.35

Recommendations

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

described in (b) to (f) above would be monitored over
time;
(h) a program for monitoring the effect of quarrying,
including water management, on vegetation
communities.
Prior to the commencement of quarrying activities in Stages 5
and 6, the Vegetation Management Plan must be revised, in
consultation with OEH and to the satisfaction of the Secretary.
The Applicant must implement the approved plan as
approved from time to time by the Secretary.
Reporting
4.38
The Applicant must include a progress report on the
implementation of the Vegetation Management Plan in the
Annual Review.

Reference/
Evidence

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17
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Comments

Compliance
Status

The
Site
has
Bi-Annual
Inspections conducted by an
ecologist
(Kevin
Mills
&
Associates). The FY14/15 AR
found the irrigation system was
established and weed spraying
was undertaken. The FY15/16
AR reported challenges including
plant growth had competition
from Kikuyu grass and shallow
soils over rocks. The FY16/17 AR
reported major issues including
over-spray of herbicide on
eastern sites, and feral goats (200
or so) continue to eat vegetation.

C

Recommendations

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

REHABILITATION
Rehabilitation Objectives
4.38A The Applicant must rehabilitate the site to the satisfaction of
the Secretary. This rehabilitation must be generally consistent
with the rehabilitation strategy in the EIS and the conceptual
rehabilitation plan in Appendix 2 and must comply with the
objectives in Table 7.
Table 7: Rehabilitation Objectives
Feature
Objective
All areas of the
site affected by
the development
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Surface
Infrastructure
Quarry benches
and pit floor
Final Void
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Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

Email from DPE 19
October 2017.

Condition added for the most
recent Development Consent
Modification. In response to the
updated condition CB has
prepared a revised Rehabilitation
Management Plan. This was
issued to DPE on 6 September
2017,
DPE
suggested
amendments, and accepted these
amendments on 19 October 2017.

C

Letter
from
Department
of
Planning of approval
of
Environmental
Management Plans,
signed by delegate to
the Director General
June 2008

The letter from the Department
of Planning to CB, describes the
Department has reviewed the
Rehabilitation Management Plan
and is satisfied that they
adequately
address
the
requirements set out in the
relevant conditions of the
development consent.
This is outside the scope of the

C

Safe
Hydraulically and geotechnically
stable
Non-polluting
Fit for the intended post-mining
land use(s)
Decommissioned and removed,
unless otherwise agreed by the
Landscaped and vegetated using
native tree and understorey species
Minimise the size, depth and slope
of the batters of the final void

Rehabilitation Management Plan
4.40
Within 6 months of the date of this consent, the Applicant
must prepare a Rehabilitation Management Plan to the
satisfaction of the Secretary. This plan must:
(a) identify the disturbed area at the site;
(aa) provide details of the conceptual final landform and
associated land uses for the site;

(b) describe in general the short, medium, and long-term

Recommendations

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

B31
4.41

Assessment Requirement
measures that would be implemented to ensure
compliance with the rehabilitation objectives and
progressive rehabilitation obligations in this consent;
(c) describe in detail the measures that would be
implemented over the next 5 years to rehabilitate the
site;
(d) include detailed performance and completion criteria
for evaluating the rehabilitation of the site (including
progressive rehabilitation) including triggers for any
necessary remedial action;
(e) include a program to monitor and report on the
effectiveness of these measures, and progress against
the performance and completion criteria; and
(f) include details of who is responsible for monitoring,
reviewing, and implementing this plan.
Prior to the commencement of quarrying activities in Stages 5
and 6, the Rehabilitation Management Plan must be revised to
the satisfaction of the Secretary.
The Applicant must implement the approved plan as
approved from time to time by the Secretary.
Within 5 years of providing the Rehabilitation Management
Plan to the Secretary, and every 5 years thereafter, the
Applicant must review and update the plan to the satisfaction
of the Secretary.

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

Recommendations

current audit period, as the RMP
was approved in June 2008.
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Letter
from
Department
of
Planning of approval
of
Environmental
Management Plans,
signed by delegate to
the Director General
June 2008

The DPE Audit, September 2016
found an administrative noncompliance: Rehabilitation Bond
was required to be
submitted 6 months of the date of
the consent,
being 2006, however was
submitted on 13 November 2008.

DPE Audit Report
September 2016
The letter from the Department
of Planning to CB, describes the

ANC

No action required.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence
DPE Letter, Review
of
Management
Plans, signed by a
Director
for
Resource
Assessments as the
Secretary’s nominee,
October 2016.
Email from DPE to
CB, 19 October 2017.
DPE Audit Report
Sept 2016

Comments
Department has reviewed the
Rehabilitation Management Plan
and is satisfied that they
adequately
address
the
requirements set out in the
relevant conditions of the
development consent.
The
DPE
Audit
report,
September 2016, found an
Administrative
Non-Compliance.
Revised Rehabilitation Management
Plan was submitted to the
Department on 27 October 2014,
however approval was still pending
at the time of the audit.

B32

The DPE letter, Review of
Management Plans, confirms that
the proposed changes to the
Rehabilitation Management Plan
provided on October 2014, were
approved and accepted by the
Department in October 2016.
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The Rehabilitation Management
Plan has been revised following
Modification 3 of Development
Consent
10639/2005
and
provided to DPE on 6 September
2017 for approval. DPE approved
the RMP on 19 October 2017.
Rehabilitation Bond
Notes:

Compliance
Status

Recommendations

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement
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Reference/
Comments
Compliance
Recommendations
Evidence
Status
If the rehabilitation and revegetation area is completed to the satisfaction of the Secretary, the Secretary will release the rehabilitation and conservation bond.
If the rehabilitation and revegetation area is not completed to the satisfaction of the Secretary, the Secretary will call in all or part of the rehabilitation and conservation bond, and arrange for the
satisfactory completion of these works.
4.42
Within 6 months of the date of this consent, the Applicant Letter from CB to CB reviewed and revised the
C
must lodge a suitable rehabilitation and conservation bond for DPE, Revision of sum of the Rehabilitation Bond
the development with the Secretary. The sum of the bond Rehabilitation Bond considering
the
published
must be calculated at:
–
Albion
Party inflation figures since the last
(a) $2.50/m2 for the total area of disturbance at the Quarry, 4 October (2014) review.
development; and
2017,
requesting
(b) $3.00/m2 for the total area of the revegetation area, Secretary approval
to the satisfaction of the Secretary.
for an increase.
4.43
Within 3 years of lodging the rehabilitation and conservation Letter from CB to CB reviewed and revised the
C
bond with the Secretary, and every 3 years thereafter, unless DPE, Revision of sum of the Rehabilitation Bond
the Secretary directs otherwise, the Applicant must review, Rehabilitation Bond considering
the
published
and if necessary revise, the sum of the rehabilitation bond to –
Albion
Party inflation figures since the last
the satisfaction of the Secretary. This review must consider:
Quarry, 4 October (2014) review (Consumer Price
(a) the effects of inflation;
2017,
requesting Index), the current area of
(b) any changes to the total area of disturbance; and
Secretary approval disturbance, and the performance
(c) the performance of the revegetation area.
for an increase.
of the rehabilitation for the
project
and
found
the
Email from DPE to Rehabilitation Bond of $295,160
CB
confirming should be increased to $407,865.
receipt
of
Bank CB received an email from DPE
Guarantee
Hand confirming
receipt
of
the
Back, 3 November recalculated Bank Guarantee and
2017
returned the previous Bank
Guarantee.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

Reporting
4.44
The Applicant must include a progress report on the
Rehabilitation Management Plan in the Annual Review.

Reference/
Evidence
Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17
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TRAFFIC AND TRANSPORT
Right of Way
4.45
Prior to the commencement of works, the Applicant must
formalise the Right of Way for the haulage road, to the
satisfaction of the Secretary.

Outside
period

of

audit

Interview
with
Environmental
Officer
Site Access
4.46
All access to the site is to be via the roundabout at East-West
Link Road, except in an emergency, as agreed by the Secretary
in consultation with Council.

Observations

Comments

Compliance
Status

All Annual Reviews describe a
progress
report
on
the
rehabilitation management plan.
FY
16/17
described
The
Rehabilitation Management Plan
was most recently revised in 2014
in accordance with Schedule 4
Condition 41 of the Development
Consent. Modification 3 of the
DC resulted in significant
changes to conditions related to
rehabilitation
and
the
development
of
the
Rehabilitation Management Plan
for site.
FY 14/15 and 15/16 stated at this
stage of quarrying there is no
completed area of extraction
where rehabilitation works could
be carried out.

C

No evidence that there was
approval of formalised Right of
Way for the Haulage Road from
DPE.

ANC

Auditor observed access to site.

C

Recommendations

No action - outside of
audit period.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement
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Transport Management Plan
4.47
The Applicant must prepare a Transport Management Plan
for the development to the satisfaction of the Secretary. This
plan must:
(a) be prepared by a suitably qualified traffic consultant,
in consultation with RMS and Council and submitted
to the Secretary for approval by 31 August 2015;
(b) include a drivers’ code of conduct for the
development;
(c) describe the measures that would be implemented to
ensure:
• noise generated by heavy vehicles entering
and leaving the site is minimised between
10 pm and 6 am;
• all drivers of vehicles related to the
development comply with the drivers’ code
of conduct; and
• compliance with the relevant conditions of
this consent; and
(d) include a program to monitor the effectiveness of the
implementation of these measures. The Applicant
must implement the approved plan as approved
from time to time by the Secretary.
Cumulative Traffic Impact Study
4.47A The Applicant must, in conjunction with the operators of the
Bass Point Quarry and the Dunmore Quarry, cause to be
prepared an independent Cumulative Traffic Impact Study.
The study must:
(a) be undertaken by a suitably qualified traffic
consultant, whose appointment has been approved
by the Secretary;
(b) be commissioned by 31 August 2015, and completed

Reference/
Evidence
Annual Review
FY 16/17
Letter from DPE to
CB confirming the
Revised
Transport
Management Plan is
approved
11
November 2016.

Email submission of
independent
Cumulative Traffic
Impact Study and
CB letter to DPE, 30
November 2015.
Email submission of
the
updated

Comments

Compliance
Status

The Transport Management Plan
was most recently revised on the
21 September 2016 following an
audit of the Quarry Extension by
the DP&E. A review of this
management plan undertaken as
part of the Annual Review
process, as well as triggered by
the recent Modification 3 of the
Development
Consent,
has
indicated that no revision to the
Transport Management Plan is
required. The TMP was revised
and submitted to DPE, and
approved on 11 November 2016.

C

The independent Cumulative
Traffic
Impact
Study
was
undertaken by The Transport
Planning Partnership Pty Ltd on
30 November 2015. The Study
was updated and a revised on 14
April 2016. The Study was then
approved by DPE on 1 June 2016.
The
approved
independent

C

Recommendations

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

B36

4.47B

Assessment Requirement
by 30 November 2015, or as otherwise agreed in
writing by the Secretary;
(c) be co-funded by the operators of the Albion Park,
Dunmore and Bass Point quarries, proportionate to
the quarries’ respective quarry product road
transport limits, as approved at 31 August 2015;
(d) include a comprehensive assessment of current and
future projected cumulative traffic impacts of the
three quarries on the classified road network,
undertaken in consultation with the RMS; and
(e) identify any reasonable and feasible measures that
can be implemented to minimise the traffic and road
safety impacts of quarry trucks on Mount Ousley
Road, and the likely cost of implementing these
measures.
The Applicant must, in conjunction with the operators of the
Bass Point Quarry and the Dunmore Quarry, prepare a
program to implement any reasonable and feasible measures
identified in the Cumulative Traffic Impact Study not already
undertaken by the Applicant, in an equitable manner with the
two other quarry operators, to the satisfaction of the Secretary.
The program must be submitted to the Secretary for approval
by 31 December 2015, or as otherwise agreed in writing by the
Secretary.
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Cumulative Traffic Impact Study

Reference/
Evidence
Cumulative Traffic
Impact Study and
CB letter to DPE, 16
April 2016.
Approval email from
DPE to CB, 1 June
2016.

Albion Park, Bass
Point & Dunmore
Quarries,
Cumulative Traffic
Impact Assessment,
14 April 2016
Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

Comments

Compliance
Status

Cumulative Traffic Impact Study
meets all criteria necessary.
The Study found the peak hour
cumulative additional haulage
truck movements has been
estimated to be 13 laden trucks
(26 truck movements) to the
north of the quarries and four
laden trucks to the south. These
represent
an
insignificant
proportion of the total traffic and
heavy vehicle flows along the
quarries haulage routes.

The independent Cumulative
Traffic
Impact
Study,
recommended the development
and maintenance of a Traffic
Management Plan and Driver
Code of Conduct is required for
each quarry.
CB Annual Review FY 15/16
reports the TMP was most
recently revised on 16 November
2015. Annual Review FY 16/17
found the TMP was again revised
on 21 September 2016 and
approved on 11 November 2016.
The Traffic Management Plan
includes the Driver Code of
Conduct in an Annex.

C

Recommendations

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

4.48

The Applicant must provide sufficient parking on-site for all
quarry-related traffic to the satisfaction of the Secretary.
Road Haulage
4.49
The Applicant must ensure that all loaded vehicles entering or
leaving the site are covered.

Reference/
Evidence
Observations

Interview
with
Environment Officer
Observations

4.50

The Applicant must ensure all loaded vehicles leaving the site
are cleaned of materials that may fall on the road before they
are allowed to leave the site.

Interview
with
Environment Officer
Observations
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HERITAGE
4.51
Within 3 months of the date of this consent, and prior to the
disturbance of any relic, the Applicant must prepare a
Heritage Management Plan for the development, in
consultation with the OEH and Council, and to the
satisfaction of the Secretary. The plan must be prepared by a
suitably qualified heritage consultant and must include:
(a) a program for baseline dilapidation surveys of
residences and other existing buildings on The Fig
Tree Hill Land and the ‘Belmont’ property (subject to
reasonable access being granted by the respective
landowners). Surveys must be undertaken at least
prior to the commencement of each quarrying stage;
(b) archival recording of ‘Kyawana’ and ‘Belmont’
properties, the dry stone walls and other heritage
elements affected by the development;
(c) a plan for the salvage and on-site reconstruction of
the dry stone walls affected by the proposal, in

Letter
from
Department
of
Planning of approval
of
Environmental
Management Plans,
signed by delegate to
the Director General,
March 2006
Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17
CB
Letter
of
Submission
of
management plans

Comments
Parking provided, observed to be
adequate.

Compliance
Status
C

All loaded vehicles leaving the
site have automatic covers.
Auditor observed automatic
covers, covering each truck load
before they left the site.
All loaded vehicles leaving the
site pass through a shaker grid
that remove any material on the
outside of the vehicle that may
fall on the road. Auditor
observed loaded vehicles using
the shaker grid onsite.

C

The Heritage Management Plan,
March 2006 (Navin Officer
Heritage Consultants Pty Ltd),
was approved in March 2006
The Heritage Management Plan
was reviewed in FY 14/15 and
FY 15/16, but no revisions were
required. In FY 16/17 a review of
the Heritage Management Plan
was undertaken as it was
triggered by the Modification 3 of
the Development Consent.
The Heritage Management Plan
was submitted to DPE for
approval on 6 September 2017
and is awaiting feedback or
approval.

C

C

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement
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accordance with a conservation and interpretation
strategy;
(d) a plan for the conservation and maintenance of the
dry stone wall on the eastern boundary of the
allotment;
(e) a plan for providing Council the opportunity to
salvage any relic proposed to be destroyed by the
development, including ‘Kyawana’;
(f) measures to manage previously unidentified heritage
objects or the discovery of any human remains on
site;
(g) a procedure for obtaining permits under the Heritage
Act 1977 prior to disturbance of any relic, and
permits under the National Parks and Wildlife Act
1974 prior to disturbance of any Aboriginal objects or
archaeological remains; and
(h) procedures to ensure ongoing consultation with
Aboriginal stakeholders in the conservation and
management of any Aboriginal cultural heritage
values identified on site.
Prior to the commencement of quarrying activities in either
Stages 5 or 6, the Heritage Management Plan must be revised,
in consultation with OEH and to the satisfaction of the
Secretary.
The Applicant must implement the approved plan as
approved from time to time by the Secretary.

Reference/
Evidence
for
approval,
September 2017.

Comments
6
CB advised ERM that a revised
AQMP was approved by DPE
after ERM’s onsite audit was
completed on 9 November 2017.

Compliance
Status

Recommendations

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

4.52

The dilapidation surveys required under Condition 51 must
be conducted by a suitably qualified, experienced and
independent person, whose appointment has been approved
by the Secretary. The owners of the Fig Tree Hill Land are to
supply the applicant with three suggested nominees within 3
months from the grant of this consent. The applicant will
submit one engineer from the list to be put forward by the
applicant for approval by the Secretary.
Reporting
4.53
The Applicant must include a progress report on the Heritage
Management Plan in the Annual Review.
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VISUAL IMPACT
Visual Amenity
4.54
The Applicant must minimise the visual impacts of the
development to the satisfaction of the Secretary.
4.55
The visual/noise bunds and screen plantings must be
designed and established in accordance with a Landscape
Plan prepared in consultation with Council, and to the
satisfaction of the Secretary. The Landscape Plan must be
prepared by a suitably qualified landscape architect with
heritage experience, and must have regard to the cultural
landscape of Wentworth Hills. The plantings must be
commenced prior to the commencement of extraction and
completed within six months of this consent.

Reference/
Evidence
Interview
with
Environment Officer

Comments
CB has requested Fig Tree Hill
provide
nominations
for
potential persons to conduct
dilapidation survey, however
this has not been received to
date. CB has not been permitted
access by the nominees to
conduct the survey.

Compliance
Status
O

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

A progress report of the Heritage
Management Plan is included in
all Annual Reviews. Refer 4.51.

C

As below

As below

C

Letter
from
Department
of
Planning of approval
of
Environmental
Management Plans,
signed by delegate to
the Director General,
June 2008

The Landscape Management
plan was prepared by Taylor
Brammer Landscape Architects
and approved on June 2008 to the
satisfaction of the Secretary.
The noise bund required under
the original D.C to attenuate
noise transmission from the
Quarry Extension Area activities
has been constructed and is
approximately 5 m high. The
noise bund has been constructed
in
accordance
with
the
Landscape Plan.

C

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17
QEMP 2008

Recommendations
Continue to engage with
Fig Tree Hill regarding
dilapidation surveys.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No
4.56

4.57

Assessment Requirement
The Applicant must ensure that the trees in the bund are
maintained, and that in the event that trees die that they are
replaced within 28 days to the satisfaction of the Secretary.
Following construction of the visual/noise bunds, the
Applicant must undertake an independent review of their
effectiveness, and undertake any improvements to the
satisfaction of the Secretary.

Reference/
Evidence
Observations

SLR
Quarry
Operation
Noise
Monitoring Report Stage 3, July 2015
SLR
Quarry
Operation
Noise
Monitoring Report Stage 3, July 2016

B40

SLR
Quarry
Operation
Noise
Monitoring Report Stage 3, July 2017
Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

Comments
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Well vegetated and established
visual screen observed during
site audit.
The Annual Review FY 16/17
describes that a 3 m high, 350
metre long visual / acoustic
bund along the northeastern
corner of the Quarry Extension to
attenuate noise transmission was
constructed. The annual Noise
Monitoring Programme is also in
place, and undertaken by SLR, to
verify the adequacy of noise
mitigation measures on site.
The SLR Noise Monitoring
Report found, all noise levels
based on actual measurements in
the quarry and processing plant
are within the relevant DC levels
and less than predicted in the
EIS.
Monitoring for 2017 indicates a
reduction in noise levels from
past years at the Belmont and
The Hill homesteads, with noise
levels at The Cottage equivalent
to 2013-14 results following a
significant drop in 2014-15, while
noise
levels
at
the
Greenmeadows
Estate
have
increased marginally.

Compliance
Status
C

C

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement

WASTE MANGEMENT
Waste Minimisation
4.58
The Applicant must minimise the amount of waste generated
by the development to the satisfaction of the Secretary.

B41

Waste Classification
4.59
All liquid and non-liquid wastes resulting from activities and
processes at the site must be assessed, classified and managed
in accordance with the EPA’s Environmental Guidelines:
Assessment, Classification and Management of Liquid and
Non-liquid Wastes (1999), or any other EPA document
superseding this guideline.

Reporting
4.60
The Applicant must describe what measures have been
implemented to minimise the amount of waste generated by
the development in the Annual Review.
0426099/FINAL/23 JANUARY 2018

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

Waste management
is described in the
QEMP
Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

All Annual Reviews describe the
implementation
of
waste
minimisation including, waste
generation has been minimised
as far as practicable. Quarry
overburden material has been
retained for placement in the
base of the excavation and used
to construct the long term haul
road into the quarry extension.

C

QEMP
Interview
with
Environment Officer

Concrete waste reprocessed for
road base.
General solid waste collected by
JJ Richards.
Waste oil and waste chemicals
collected by Cleanaway.
Waste management is described
in the QEMP.

C

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

All Annual Reviews describe that
the quarry overburden is not
considered waste and has been
stockpiled for placement in the
base of the excavation and used
to create an alternative haul road
into the quarry extension.

C

All

other

waste

including

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

workshop waste, office waste
and waste from personnel (food
scraps etc.) is separated where
appropriate and removed for
recycling or disposal. Waste oil
from machinery and equipment
used on site is collected and
recycled through a specialist
waste oil recycling contractor.
EMERGENCY AND HAZARDS MANAGEMENT
Dangerous Goods
4.61
The Applicant must ensure that the storage, handling, and
transport of dangerous goods is done in accordance with the
relevant Australian Standards, particularly AS1940 and
AS1596, and the Dangerous Goods Code.
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Safety
4.62
The Applicant must secure the development to ensure public
safety to the satisfaction of the Secretary.
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Emergency Management
4.63
Within 6 months of the date of this consent, the Applicant
must document, and subsequently implement, measures to
minimise the environmental impacts of any emergency
situations that could arise as a result of the operation of the
quarry to the satisfaction of the EPA and the Secretary.

This documentation must:
(a) identify any significant threats to the environment

Observations

Observations confirmed storage
and handling of dangerous
goods is in accordance AS1940
and AS1596, and the Dangerous
Goods Code.

C

Observations

The site is observed to be fenced.
Entrance provided with security
fencing and weigh bridge
manned
during
operational
hours.

C

QEMP, Emergency
Management
Procedures

The Emergency Management
Procedures contained in the
QEMP Appendix H, identifies
appropriate hazards.

C

Pollution
Incident
Response Plan, 22
September 2017
The Pollution Incident Response
Plan describes the Hazards in

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement

(b)
(c)

(d)
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(e)

(f)
(g)

and/or public health that could arise from activities
associated with the operation of the quarry or
construction works associated with the production
increase. These threats may include excessive rainfall,
pump failures, excess flocculation, power or other
utility failure, natural disaster, landslip, accidental
spills and discharges, spillage from trucks, fire etc;
identify any subsequent direct or indirect
environmental effects as a result of the threats;
identify the pollution that would result due to these
threats and impacts on operations and what impact
the pollution would have on the health of the
community and the environment;
develop actions to effectively respond to the
disruption of operations so the risk of pollution is
minimised;
develop a communications strategy for alerting
relevant agencies and the potentially affected
community in the event of the disruption to
operations leading to significant pollution;
ensure that all relevant employees are familiar with
the documentation; and
when developing this documentation, identify any
opportunities to integrate with Cleary Bros
Emergency plans.

Reference/
Evidence

Comments
more
detail,
environmental
effects as a result of threats,
pollution that would result, and
actions to respond to disruptions
of operations.
Pollution Incident Response Plan,
dated 22 September 2017, is
available on the website. It
describes the communications
plan with neighbours and
community,
and
emergency
contact phone numbers.

Compliance
Status

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement

BUSHFIRE MANAGEMENT
4.64
The Applicant must:
(a) ensure that the development is suitably equipped to
respond to any fires on-site;
(b) assist the Rural Fire Service and emergency services
as much as possible if there is a fire on-site.

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

Pollution
Incident
Response Plan, 22
September 2017

The
Environmental
Officer
informed auditor there have been
no fires on site during the audit
period.

C

QEMP

The QEMP describes the threat
from
bushfire,
and
the
precautionary measures in place
to minimise the risk of fire and
fire
damage,
including
firefighting
equipment,
extinguishers, staff training to
assist the Rural Fire Service and
emergency services.

Interview
with
Environmental
Officer

B44

No

Assessment Requirement

0426099/FINAL/23 JANUARY 2018

SCHEDULE 5 – ADDITIONAL PROCEDURES
NOTIFICATION OF LANDOWNERS
5.1
If the results of monitoring required in schedule 4 identify
that emissions generated by the development are greater than
the criteria in schedule 4, then the Applicant must notify the
Secretary and the affected landowners and/or existing or
future tenants (including tenants of quarry owned properties)
accordingly, and provide quarterly monitoring results to each
of these parties until the results show that the development is
complying with the criteria in schedule 4.

Reference/
Evidence

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

Comments

Compliance
Status

No exceedance identified during
audit period

NT

Recommendations

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence

Comments
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INDEPENDENT REVIEW
5.2
If a landowner (excluding quarry owned properties) Interview
with Not triggered during audit
considers that the operations of the quarry are exceeding the Environmental
period
criteria in schedule 4, then he/she may ask the Secretary in Officer
writing for an independent review of the impacts of the
development on his/her land.
If the Secretary is satisfied that an independent review is
warranted, the Applicant must within 3 months of the
Secretary advising that an independent review is warranted:
(a) consult with the landowner to determine his/her
concerns;
(b) commission a suitably qualified, experienced and
independent person, whose appointment has been
approved by the Secretary, to conduct monitoring
on the land, to determine whether the development
is complying with the relevant criteria in schedule 4,
and identify the source(s) and scale of any impact
on the land, and the development’s contribution to
this impact: and
(c) give the Secretary and landowner a copy of the
independent review.
SCHEDULE 6 – ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT, MONITORING, AUDITING AND REPORTING
ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT STRATEGY
6.1
Within 6 months of the date of this consent, the Applicant Quarry
The Environmental Management
must prepare an Environmental Management Strategy for the Environmental
Strategy for CB was approved in
development to the satisfaction of the Secretary. This strategy Management Plan, June 2008.
must:
July 2008
(a) provide the strategic context for environmental
management of the development;
Department
of
(b) identify the statutory requirements that apply to the Planning,
development;
Environmental
Management Plans
(c) describe in general how the environmental approval letter.

Compliance
Status
NT

C

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement
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performance of the development would be
monitored and managed during the development;
(d) describe the procedures that would be implemented
to:
• keep the local community and relevant
agencies informed about the operation and
environmental
performance
of
the
development;
• receive, handle, respond to, and record
complaints;
• resolve any disputes that may arise during
the course of the development;
• respond to any non-compliance;
• manage cumulative impacts; and
• respond to emergencies;
(e) describe the role, responsibility, authority, and
accountability of all key personnel involved in
environmental management of the development;
and
(f) include:
• copies of any strategies, plans and
programs approved under the conditions
of this consent; and
• a clear plan depicting all monitoring
required to be carried out under the
conditions of this consent.
The Applicant must implement the approved strategy as
approved from time to time by the Secretary.

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement
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ANNUAL REVIEW
6.2
By the end of September each year, or other timing as may be
agreed by the Secretary, the Applicant must submit a report
to the Department reviewing the environmental performance
of the development to the satisfaction of the Secretary. This
review must:
(a) describe the development (including rehabilitation)
that was carried out in the previous financial year,
and the development that is proposed to be carried
out over the current financial year;
(b) include a comprehensive review of the monitoring
results and complaints records of the development
over the previous financial year, which includes a
comparison of these results against:
• the relevant statutory requirements, limits
or performance measures/criteria;
• the monitoring results of previous years;
and
• the relevant predictions in the documents
referred to in condition 2 of Schedule 3;
(c) identify any non-compliance over the last year, and
describe what actions were (or are being) taken to
ensure compliance;
(d) identify any trends in the monitoring data over the
life of the development;
(e) identify any discrepancies between the predicted
and actual impacts of the development, and analyse
the potential cause of any significant discrepancies;
and

(f)

describe what measures will be implemented over

Reference/
Evidence
Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17
DPE approval letter
AR 14/15 to CB, 16
October 2015
CB letter submission
of AR FY 15/16 to
DPE, 29 August
2016
CB letter submission
of AR FY 16/17 to
DPE, 24 July 017
DPE approval letter
AR 16/17 to CB, 6
August 2017

Comments

Compliance
Status

All Annual Reviews in the
reporting period were submitted
by September of the respective
year and approved. All Annual
Reviews meet the necessary
criteria.

C

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

Recommendations

B48
0426099/FINAL/23 JANUARY 2018

the current calendar year to improve the
environmental performance of the development.
REVISION OF STRATEGIES, PLANS AND PROGRAMS
Note: This is to ensure the strategies, plans and programs are updated on a regular basis, and to incorporate any recommended measures to improve the environmental performance of the
development.
6.3
Within 3 months of a modification to this consent or Annual Review
All Annual Reviews describe the
C
following the submission of an:
FY 14/15
review of management plans and
(a) annual review under condition 2 above;
FY 15/16
if a revised version was required
(b) incident report under condition 5 below; or
FY 16/17
or not.
(c) audit report under condition 8 below,
Independent
No incident reports during audit
the Applicant must review and if necessary revise, the Environmental
period.
strategies, plans and programs required under this consent, Audit,
ERM, Following
the
previous
to the satisfaction of the Secretary.
December 2014
Independent
Environmental
Within 4 weeks of conducting any such review, the Independent
Audit, a review of the audit
Applicant must advise the Secretary of the outcomes of the Environmental
findings and conclusions did not
review, and provide any documents that have been revised Audit,
ERM, find any necessary changes to the
to the Secretary for review and approval.
January 2012
environmental
monitoring
Letter CB 14 January programs.
2015, review of IEA
2014 and Review of
Environmental
Monitoring
Programs
UPDATING & STAGING STRATEGIES, PLANS OR PROGRAMS
Notes:

While any strategy, plan or program may be submitted on a staged basis, the Applicant must ensure that the existing operations on site are covered by suitable strategies, plans or
programs at all times.

If the submission of any strategy, plan or program is to be staged, then the relevant strategy, plan or program must clearly describe the specific stage to which the strategy, plan or
program applies, the relationship of this stage to any future stages, and the trigger for updating the strategy, plan or program.

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No
6.3A

Assessment Requirement
The Applicant may at any time submit revised strategies,
plans or programs for the approval of the Secretary. With the
agreement of the Secretary, the Applicant may also submit
any strategy, plan or program required by this consent on a
staged basis.
With the agreement of the Secretary, the Applicant may
prepare a revision or stage of any strategy, plan or program
required under this consent without undertaking
consultation with all parties nominated under the applicable
condition in this consent.
The Applicant must continue to apply existing approved
management plans, strategies or monitoring programs that
have most recently been approved under this consent, until
the approval of a similar plan, strategy or program under
this consent.

Reference/
Evidence
CB
Letter
of
Submission to DPE
of
management
plans for approval, 6
September 2017.

Comments
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The
letter
describes
the
management plans that have
been submitted to DPE for
review. These management plans
have been reviewed and revised
after the recent Development
Consent Modification 3 approval
in July 2017. The management
plans updated include; survey
plan, noise management plan,
blast management plan, air
quality management plan, water
management plan, rehabilitation
management
plan,
heritage
management
plan,
environmental
monitoring
program.

Compliance
Status
C

Recommendations
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UPDATING & STAGING STRATEGIES, PLANS OR PROGRAMS
Notes:

The CCC is an advisory committee. The Department and other relevant agencies are responsible for ensuring that the Applicant complies with this consent.

In accordance with the guideline, the Committee should comprise of an independent chair and appropriate representation from the Applicant, Council, recognised environmental groups
and the local community.

The Applicant may, with the approval of the Secretary, combine the function of this CCC with the function of other CCCs in the area.
REPORTING
Incident Reporting
6.5
The Applicant must immediately notify the Secretary and CB Letter to DPE,
The outage of the meteorological
ANC
Maintain
files
to
any other relevant agencies of any incident. Within 7 days of Report on outage of
station at Albion Park Quarry
demonstrate
chain
of
the date of the incident, the Applicant must provide the Meteorological
was reported on 22 June 2016. CB
communication
with
Secretary and any relevant agencies with a detailed report on Station at Albion
informed DPE of the incident 8
Secretary following an
the incident, and such further reports as may be requested.
Park Quarry, 22
days after the issue was
incident.
June 2016
identified, this is outside the 7
day notification period.
Regular Reporting

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No
6.6

Assessment Requirement
The Applicant must provide regular reporting on the
environmental performance of the development on its
website, in accordance with the reporting arrangements in
any plans or programs approved under the conditions of this
consent, and to the satisfaction of the Secretary.

Reference/
Evidence
Annual Review’s on
the website:
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

Comments
All
Annual
Reviews,
Environmental
Monitoring
Records including EPL blast
monitoring, dust monitoring,
SuperTreat
monitoring,
complaints register, Independent
Environmental Reviews within
the reporting period are available
on the website.
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INDEPENDENT ENVIRONMENTAL AUDIT
Note: This audit team must be led by a suitably qualified auditor and may include additional experts in any field specified by the Secretary.
6.7
Within 2 years of the date of this consent, and every 3 years Independent
Independent
Environmental
thereafter, unless the Secretary directs otherwise, the Environmental
Audit was undertaken in March
Applicant must commission, commence and pay the full cost Audit,
ERM, 2009 by G.A Sheils, and by ERM
of an Independent Environmental Audit of the development. December 2014
in December 2014, January 2012,
This audit must:
and November 2017 (this audit).
(a) be conducted by a suitably qualified, experienced, Independent
This timeframe and previous
and independent team of experts whose Environmental
IEAs
comply
with
all
appointment has been endorsed by the Secretary;
Audit,
ERM, requirements.
(b) include consultation with the relevant agencies;
January 2012
(c) assess the environmental performance of the
development, and whether it is complying with the
relevant requirements in this consent and any
relevant EPL (including any assessment, plan or
program required under these approvals);
(d) review the adequacy of any approved strategy, plan
or program required under these approvals;
(e) recommend measures or actions to improve the
environmental performance of the development,
and/or any assessment, plan or program required
under these approvals.
(f) be conducted and reported to the satisfaction of the
Secretary.

Compliance
Status
C

C

Recommendations
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No
6.8

Assessment Requirement
Within 12 weeks of commencing each audit, unless the
Secretary agrees otherwise, the Applicant must submit a
copy of the audit report to the Secretary, together with its
response to any recommendations contained in the audit
report, and a timetable for the implementation of any
measures to address the recommendations.

ACCESS TO INFORMATION
6.9
For the duration of the development, the Applicant must:
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(a) make copies of the following publicly available on
its website:
• the documents referred to in condition 2 of
Schedule 3;
• current statutory approvals for the
development;
• approved strategies, plans and programs
required under the conditions of this
consent;
• a comprehensive summary of the
monitoring results of the development,
reported
in
accordance
with
the
specifications in any conditions of this
consent, or any approved plans and
programs;
• a complaints register, which is to be
updated monthly;
• minutes of CCC meetings;
•
•

the annual reviews of the development (for
the last 5 years);
any independent environmental audit of

Reference/
Evidence
CB Letter to DPE,
LEC Approval no.
10639 of 2005 –
Independent
Environmental
Audit, 23 December
2014.

Website Review

Comments
The
previous
Independent
Environmental
Audit
was
undertaken on the 18 November
2014, CB provided a letter to DPE
on 23 December 2014 that
describes the findings, and
timetable of proposed actions to
implement
the
report’s
recommendations.
For the period of the audit, the
CB website includes copies of,
the HSEQ Policy statement,
current
statutory
approvals
including
the
development
consent, environment protection
licence, QEMP and approved
management plans. The website
also
includes,
the
EIS,
modification
assessments,
environmental
monitoring
records for dust, blasting,
supertreat and the quarry pit.
Also,
Annual
Reviews,
Independent
Environmental
Audits, Community Consultation
Committee meeting minutes, the
pollution
incident
response
management
plan,
and
complaints register.
The information available on the
website meets the requirements

Compliance
Status
C

C

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement
the development, and the Applicant’s
response to the recommendations in any
audit;
• any other matter required by the Secretary;
and
(b) keep this information up-to-date, to the satisfaction
of the Secretary.

Reference/
Evidence

Comments
necessary of this condition.

Compliance
Status

Recommendations
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Annex B.2

Compliance with POEO EPL_299
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Table B 2 POEO EPL_299 Compliance Table
No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

Reporting states that works do
not exceed the maximum scale
specified.

C

1 Administrative Conditions
A1. What the licence authorises and regulates
A1.1

This licence authorises the carrying out of the scheduled activities listed below
at the premises specified in A2. The activities are listed according to their
scheduled activity classification, fee-based activity classification and the scale of
the operation.
Unless otherwise further restricted by a condition of this licence, the scale at
which the activity is carried out must not exceed the maximum scale specified in
this condition.
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Scheduled
Activity
Extractive
Activities

Fee Based Activity

Scale

Land-based extractive
activity

> 500000 - 2000000 T
extracted, processed or
stored

Mining for
Minerals

Mining for minerals

> 500000 - 2000000 T
produced

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

Production
figures
from
Annual Returns:
FY 14/15: 534,841 tonnes
FY 15 /16: 535,121 tonnes
FY 16/17: 647,043 tonnes

A2 Premises or plant to which the licence applies
A2.1

The licence applies to the following premises:

0426099/FINAL/23 JANUARY 2018

CLEARY BROS (BOMBO) PTY LTD
LOT 3 PRINCES HIGHWAY
ALBION PARK RAIL
NSW 2527
LOT 1 DP 858245, LOT 2 DP 1021840, LOT 23 DP 1039967
TEMPORARY ACCESS TO A PORTION (11540 SQ. METRES) OF LOT 2 DP
858245 AS SHOWN ON QUARRY EMP FIG 2.1.

Note

Noted

Note

Recommendations

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

A3. Other activities
A3.1
This licence applies to all other activities carried on at the premises, including:

Ancillary Activity
o Concrete works

B55

A4. Information supplied to the EPA
A4.1
Works and activities must be carried out in accordance with the proposal
contained in the licence application, except as expressly provided by a condition
of this licence. In this condition the reference to "the licence application"
includes a reference to:
(a) the applications for any licences (including former pollution control
approvals) which this licence replaces under the Protection of the
Environment Operations (Savings and Transitional) Regulation 1998;
and
(b) the licence information form provided by the licensee to the EPA to
assist the EPA in connection with the issuing of this licence.
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2. Discharges to Air and Water and Applications to Land
P1. Location of monitoring/discharge points and areas
P1.1
The following points referred to in the table below are identified in this licence
for the purposes of monitoring and/or the setting of limits for the emission of
pollutants to the air from the point.
No.
Type of monitoring
Type of
Location description
point
Discharge point
1
Dust deposition
APD 1 - within 100m of the
monitoring
premises entrance gate, labelled
as Dust Monitor 1 in the map
titled 'Figure 3 - Monitoring
Locations' (dated 23 September
2010) and received by the EPA
21 February 2015.

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

Observations
Interview
with
Environmental
Officer

Auditor observed concrete
batching plant and interview
with Environmental Officer
indicated
concrete
works
considered
in
monitoring
against conditions.

C

Observations
Interview
with
Environmental
Officer
Monthly HSEQ
Report

No significant change to
process. Operates as a hard
rock quarry with associated
crushing and screening as well
as a concrete batching plant.

C

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

The location of the monitoring
points and summary of
monitoring is included in AR
FY 15/16, FY 16/17

C

Observations

Monitoring locations observed
during site audit.

Recommendations
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No
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P1.2

P1.3

Assessment Requirement
2

Dust deposition
monitoring

3

Dust deposition
monitoring

8

Dust deposition
monitoring

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

APD 2 - approximately 200
metres east of original quarry
area and labelled as Dust
Monitor 2 in the map titled
'Figure
3
Monitoring
Locations' (dated 23 September
2010) and received by the EPA
21 February 2015.
APD 3 - approximately 200m
East of main holding and
sedimentation dam titled as
Dust Monitor 3 in the map
labelled 'Figure 3 - Monitoring
Locations' (dated 23 September
2010) and received by the EPA
21 February 2015.
APD 4 - approximately 150m
North East of quarry extension,
labelled as Dust Monitor 4 in
the map titled 'Figure 3 Monitoring Locations' (dated
23 September 2010) and
received by the EPA 21
February 2015.

The following utilisation areas referred to in the table below (now above) are
identified in this licence for the purposes of the monitoring and/or the setting of
limits for any application of solids or liquids to the utilisation area.
The following points referred to in the table are identified in this licence for the
purposes of the monitoring and/or the setting of limits for discharges of
pollutants to water from the point.

Note

Noted

Note

Note

Noted

Note

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement
Water and Land
EPA
Type
of
I.D.
Monitoring Point
4

Effluent Quality
Monitoring
- Discharge to
waters
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5

Effluent Quality
Monitoring

6

Effluent quality
monitoring
- Discharge to
waters

Type
of
Discharge
Point
Effluent
Quality
Monitoring
- Discharge to
waters

Effluent
quality
monitoring
- Discharge to
waters

Location Description

Outlet of main holding and
sedimentation
pond
and
labelled as 'sampling DP1' on
drawing No ESA PQ011 (Rev
1) titled "Water Pollution
Control Plan" for Lic 299.
Package Sewage Treatment
Plant. See drawing No ESA
PQ011 (Rev 1) titled "Water
Pollution Control
Plan" for Lic 299.
Any discharge from the quarry
extension (Lot 1 DP858245 and
labelled as 'sampling point
DP2'.

Reference/
Evidence
Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17
Interview
with
Environmental
Officer

Comments
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During the audit period there
has been no active discharge
from Point 4. CB monitor for
pH, oil and grease and total
suspended
solids,
when
discharging.
CB monitor at Point 5 every
three months. In response to
elevated results additional
monitoring is completed.
Active discharge from quarry
pit for Point 6, monitored daily
during discharge.
The location of the listed
discharge monitoring points
are included in the APQ
Annual Report.
In APQ AR 2014/15, the
results for monitoring points 5
are reported quarterly and
monitoring point 6 is reported
during discharge. It is noted,
monitoring and reporting of
monitoring point 4 was not
undertaken as there were no
discharges of water from the
main
sedimentation
pond
during the reporting period.

Compliance
Status
C

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence

Comments
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In FY15/16, and FY 16/17
monitoring of the sewage
treatment
plant
and
monitoring point 5 were
reported quarterly and were
within
the
EPL
limits.
Monitoring point 6 - the quarry
extension
discharge
was
reported daily. Main holding
and
sedimentation
pond
monitoring did not experience
any discharges of water during
the reported period, hence
there was no requirement for
monitoring.
ERM
notes
additional monitoring on two
watercourses that are adjacent
to the site is undertaken for
EC,
pH,
Temperature,
Turbidity.

Compliance
Status

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement

3. Limit Conditions
L1. Pollution of Waters
L1.1
Except as may be expressly provided in any other condition of this licence, the
licensee must comply with section 120 of the Protection of the Environment
Operations Act 1997.

Comments

Compliance
Status

Annual Returns
to EPA
FY
2014/15,
2015/16,
FY
16/17

No discharge with elevated
parameters
during
audit
period.
No incidents where pollution
incident
response
plan
(PIRMP) has been activated for
pollution to water. PIRMP has
been activated during the audit
period for release of fuel from
a vehicle. Activation of the
PIRMP was reported in the
EPL Annual Return 2015/16.
CB confirmed that discussions
with EPA indicated that no
notification to EPA was
required as incident occurred
outside of Site boundary and
was not considered a non–
compliance under the EPL.

C

Not applicable

Noted. Refer to statement for
L2.4

Note

Not applicable

Noted. Refer to statement for
L2.4

Note

B59

Reference/
Evidence
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L2. Concentration limits
L2.1
For each monitoring/discharge point or utilisation area specified in the table\s
below (by a point number), the concentration of a pollutant discharged at that
point, or applied to that area, must not exceed the concentration limits specified
for that pollutant in the table.
L2.2
Where a pH quality limit is specified in the table, the specified percentage of
samples must be within the specified ranges.

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement

L2.3

To avoid any doubt, this condition does not authorise the pollution of waters by
any pollutant other than those specified in the table\s.

L2.4

Water and/or Land Concentration Limits:
Point 4

B60

Units
of
Measur
e

50
percentile
concentrati
on limit

pH

pH

6.5 - 8.5

Total
suspend
ed

milligr
ams
per

Polluta
nt

90
percentile
concentrat
ion limit

3DGM
concentrati
on limit

100
percentile
concentrati
on limit

50

Reference/
Evidence
Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

Comments
Releases from the discharge
points were tested for a
broader change of parameters
than those specified in the
tables.
The
additional
parameters included major
anions and cations, TSS,
Alkalinity
and
dissolved
metals.
These
monitoring
results are reported in AR
14/15, AR FY 15/16, and AR
16/17.
During the audit period, no
discharge from the main
holding and sedimentation
point corresponding to “Point
5 [sic. Point 4]” in the EPL and
therefore
there
was
no
requirement for any analyte
testing.”

Compliance
Status
C

NT

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence

Compliance
Status

Annual reviews reported that
monitoring at point 6 complied
with limits in the EPL for
turbidity and pH in the
reporting period at the quarry
extension when there was
discharge.
Turbidity for each discharge
event in FY15/16 shows a
gradual
and
continual
reduction in suspended solids
throughout
all
multiday
discharges, which is to be
expected
with
additional
settlement time. pH however
shows little
variation throughout multiday
discharges,
with
fluctuations generally minimal
around a narrow range.

C

Airblast overpressure levels
reported were below the limit
for both conditions a) and b)
during the audit period.

C

Point 6

Pollut
ant

pH
Turbi
dity

Unit
s of
Mea
sure
pH
neph
elom
etric

50 percentile
concentration
limit

90
percentile
concentrat
ion limit

3DGM
concentrat
ion limit

100
percentil
e
concentr
ation
limit
6.5 - 8.5

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17
Interview
with
Environmental
Officer

32.2
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Comments

L3. Blasting
L3.1
The airblast overpressure level from blasting operations in or on the premises
must not exceed:
(a) a) 115 dB (Lin Peak) for more than 5% of the total number of blasts
during each reporting period; and
(b) b) 120 dB (Lin Peak) at any time.
At any point that is located at least 3.5m from any residence or other sensitive
receiver on privately-owned land.

APQ_EPL_
Blasting_Monitori
ng xls. for review
period.

Recommendations
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No
L3.2

Assessment Requirement
The ground vibration peak particle velocity from blasting operations carried out
in or on the premises must not exceed:
(a) 5mm/s for more than 5% of the total number of blasts carried out on
the premises during each reporting period; and
(b) 10 mm/s at any time.
At any point that is located at least 3.5m from any residence or other sensitive
receiver on privately-owned land.

Reference/
Evidence
APQ_EPL_
Blasting_Monitori
ng
xls
for
FY15/16,
FY
17/18.

Comments
All airblast overpressure levels
for the audit period were
reported below the limit for
both conditions a) and b).

Compliance
Status
C

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

Blasting must be limited to one blast each day.
Where compelling safety reasons exist, the Authority may permit additional
blasts to occur where prior written (or facsimile) notification of any additional
blasts are made to the Authority.

APQ_EPL_
Blasting_Monitori
ng xls for review
period.
Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

Blasting_monitoring for the
reporting period indicates
maximum of one blast per day.
The Annual Reviews also
describes a maximum of one
blast per day within prescribed
blast times.

C

L3.4

Blasting operations at the premises may only take place between 9:00am –
5:00pm Monday to Friday.
Where compelling safety reasons exist, the Authority may permit a blast to
occur outside the abovementioned hours. Prior written (or facsimile) notification
of any such blast must be made to the Authority.

APQ_EPL_
Blasting_Monitori
ng xls for review
period.
Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

The ARs describe a maximum
of one blast per day with blast
times reported between 9-5pm.
ERM
reviewed
three
environmental
monitoring
reports from June – September
2017, and the EPL blasting
monitoring reports for the
reporting period and it was
reported only one blast was
undertaken each day between
the hours of 9am – 5pm
Monday to Friday.

C

B62

L3.3

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement

4. Operating Conditions
O1 Activities must be carried out in a competent manner
O1.1
Licensed activities must be carried out in a competent manner.
This includes:
(a) the processing, handling, movement and storage of materials and
substances used to carry out the activity; and
(b) the treatment, storage, processing, reprocessing, transport and disposal
of waste generated by the activity.

B63

O2 Maintenance of plant and equipment
O2.1
All plant and equipment installed at the premises or used in connection with the
licensed activity:
(a) must be maintained in a proper and efficient condition; and
(b) must be operated in a proper and efficient manner.

O3 Dust
O3.1
The premises must be maintained in a condition which minimises or prevents
the emission of dust from the premises.
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Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

Management
plans
and
procedures

Management Plans are in place
for CB operations. These are
prepared to achieve operations
in a competent manner and
include;
Air
Quality
Management
Plan,
Blast
Management Plan, Cumulative
Traffic Assessment, Heritage
Management Plan, Transport
Management
Plan,
Water
Management Plan.

C

Review of MEX
work
planning
for
scheduled
maintenance.

All maintenance records and
preventative
maintenance
schedules
are
managed
through MEX and managed by
the workshop.

C

Air
Quality
Management
Plan
Observations

Dust suppression, sprays on all
processing plant, shaker grid
for exiting vehicles, sealed
road ways at quarry entrance,
automatic load covers.

C

Recommendations

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence
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O3.2

The licensee must ensure all loaded vehicles leaving the premises are covered.

Observations

O3.3

The licensee must ensure all loaded vehicles leaving the premises are cleaned of
materials that may fall on public roads before they are allowed to leave the
premises.

Observations

Comments
The Air Quality Management
Plan,
describes
mitigative
measures
including
site
specific
best
management
practice
determination,
mitigation measures specific to
blasting activities, emission of
products of combustion from
plant and machinery, fugitive
release of emissions from fuel
storage areas and daily site
inspections.
One 50,000 litre water cart in
place for dust suppression.
Observed during site audit.
All Cleary Bros. vehicles have
automatic covers.
Third party vehicles are
required to provide covers,
closed
circuit
television
provided at weigh bridge to
prevent
vehicles
leaving
uncovered.
All vehicles leaving the site
required to pass over shaker
grid prior to leaving site.

Compliance
Status

C

C

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement
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Reference/
Comments
Evidence
O4 Effluent application to land – Reviewed for completeness in assessment of EPL. Site note O4.1 to O4.4 fall outside the scope of the IEA
O4.1
The sewage treatment plant linked to the wastewater utilisation area must be Annual Review
In AR FY 15/16, the sewage
maintained and operated to achieve the effluent quality limits listed in the table FY 14/15
treatment plant monitoring
below at all times:
FY 15/16
results are monitored and
If any of these limits is exceeded the licensee must:
FY 16/17
reported against the limits in
(a) Immediately service the plant, and
the
table.
All
reported
(b) Monitor effluent quality at weekly intervals until the effluent quality limits
concentrations are within the
specified in this condition are achieved.
limits.
In AR 16/17 it was reported
the Oil and Grease content
Pollutant
Units
Concentration Limit
measured in December 2016
Oil and grease
milligrams per litre
30
was above the concentration
Total suspended solids
milligrams per litre
50
limit.
As
per
EPL
Biochemical Oxygen Demand milligrams per litre
150
requirements, the plant was
serviced,
and
additional
monitoring
showed
this
resulted in the oil and grease
content returning to be under
the limits.
This is not
considered a non-compliance
as all requirements described
in the EPL were met, and as a
result oil and grease levels
returned to the acceptable
limit.
O4.2
The quantity of effluent/solids applied to the utilisation area must not exceed Interview
with This condition predates and is
the capacity of the area to effectively utilise the effluent/solids.
Environment
not related to the current
For the purpose of this condition, 'effectively utilise' include the use of the Officer
development assessed as part
effluent/solids for pasture or crop production, as well as the ability of the soil to
of this IEA.
absorb the nutrient, salt, hydraulic load and organic material.
O4.3
If weather or soil condition preclude irrigation, the holding tanks must not Interview
with Weather or soil conditions
overflow and effluent must be tankered away and disposed of in a manner Environment
have not prevented irrigation
which does not pollute waters.
Officer
in the utilisation area during

Compliance
Status
C

NT

NT

Recommendations
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No

O4.4

Assessment Requirement

A minimum of 2500 square metres must be retained for use as the wastewater
utilisation area.

O5 Waste management
O5.1
All liquid and non liquid wastes resulting from activities and processes at the
site must be assessed, classified and managed in accordance the EPA’s
Environmental Guidelines: Assessment, Classification and Management of
Liquid and Non-liquid Wastes (1999), or any other EPA document superseding
this guideline.

Reference/
Evidence
Aerial review of
the
water
utilisation area on
google earth.

Comments
the audit period.
An aerial review of the
utilisation area on Google
Earth showed the water
utilisation area is larger than
the requirement of 2500 square
meters.

Compliance
Status
C

B66

QEMP
Interview
with
Environment
Officer

Concrete waste reprocessed for
road base.
General solid waste collected
by JJ Richards.
Waste oil and waste chemicals
collected by Cleanaway.
Waste
management
is
described in the QEMP.

C

Interview
with
Environment
Officer

No flocculants used in water
treatment.

C

Note

Noted

Monitoring
records review

Monitoring records maintained
in Excel and stored on
company website for the past 5
years.

C

Monthly

Review of records confirms all

C

O6 Other operating conditions
O6.1
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Flocculants used in water treatment
The licensee must not use a flocculant other than gypsum, without the written
approval of the Authority.
5 Monitoring and Recording Conditions
M1 Monitoring records
M1.1
The results of any monitoring required to be conducted by this licence or a load
calculation protocol must be recorded and retained as set out in this condition.
M1.2
All records required to be kept by this licence must be:
(a) in a legible form, or in a form that can readily be reduced to a legible
form;
(b) kept for at least 4 years after the monitoring or event to which they
relate took place; and

M1.3

(c) produced in a legible form to any authorised officer of the EPA who
asks to see them.
The following records must be kept in respect of any samples required to be

Note

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement

collected for the purposes of this licence:
(a) the date(s) on which the sample was taken;
(b) the time(s) at which the sample was collected;
(c) the point at which the sample was taken; and
(d) the name of the person who collected the sample.
M2 Requirement to monitor concentration of pollutants discharged
M2.1
For each monitoring/discharge point or utilisation area specified below (by a
point number), the licensee must monitor (by sampling and obtaining results by
analysis) the concentration of each pollutant specified in Column 1. The licensee
must use the sampling method, units of measure, and sample at the frequency,
specified opposite in the other columns:
M2.2
Air Monitoring Requirements
POINT 1
Units of
Pollutant
Frequency
Sampling Method

B67

Ash
Insoluble
solids
POINT 2
Pollutant
Ash
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Insoluble
solids
POINT 3
Pollutant

grams per
square metre
per month
grams per
square metre
per month

Units of
grams per
square metre
per month
grams per
square metre
per month

Units of

Monthly

Australian Standard
3580.10.1-2003

Monthly

Australian Standard
3580.10.1-2003

Frequency

Sampling Method

Monthly

Australian Standard
3580.10.1-2003

Monthly

Australian Standard
3580.10.1-2003

Frequency

Sampling Method

Reference/
Evidence
Environmental
Reports

Comments

Compliance
Status

items
required
condition included.

QEMP
Online
Monitoring Data

Review of records confirms all
items
required
by
the
condition included.

C

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

The ARs describe the location
of monthly monitoring for Ash
and Insoluble solids at point 1,
2, 3 and 8.

C

by

the

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement

Ash
Insoluble
solids
POINT 8
Pollutant

B68

M2.3

grams per
square metre
per month
grams per
square metre
per month

Units of

Monthly

Australian Standard
3580.10.1-2003

Monthly

Australian Standard
3580.10.1-2003

Frequency

Sampling Method

grams per
Ash
Monthly
square metre
per month
grams per
Insoluble
Monthly
square metre
solids
per month
Water and/ or Land Monitoring Requirements
POINT 4
Pollutant
Units of measure
Frequency
pH

pH

Total
suspended
solids

milligrams per
litre
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POINT 5
Pollutant
Biochemical
oxygen
demand
Oil and
Grease

Reference/
Evidence

Each
overflow
Each
overflow
event

Comments

Compliance
Status

No discharge during audit
period at Point 4 and 7,.
Point 5 - The AR FY16/17,
AR FY14/15, AR FY15/16
describes the location of
quarterly monitoring for BOD,
O&G and TSS and sampling
method.

C

Australian Standard
3580.10.1-2003
Australian Standard
3580.10.1-2003

Sampling Method
Grab sample
Grab sample

Units of measure

Frequency

Sampling Method

milligrams per
litre

Quarterly

Grab sample

milligrams per
litre

Quarterly

Grab sample

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

Point 6 - The AR FY16/17,
AR FY14/15, AR FY15/16
describes the daily monitoring
during discharge of pH and
turbidity.
AR FY14/15 reported in March
2015 the TSS and BOD were
above the acceptable EPA

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement
Total
suspended
solids
POINT 6
Pollutant

Reference/
Evidence

milligrams per
litre

Quarterly

Grab sample

Units of measure

Frequency

Sampling Method

pH

pH

Turbidity

nephelometric
turbidity units

Daily during
any discharge
Daily during
any discharge

Units of measure

Frequency

Sampling Method

pH

Daily during
any discharge

Grab sample

POINT 7
Pollutant
pH

Grab sample
Grab sample

Comments

Compliance
Status

Recommendations

limits (61 mg/L & 10 mg/L).
Retesting occurred as required
by the EPL in April 2015 and
was reported under the
acceptable level. This is not
considered a non-compliance
as all requirements described
in the EPL were met, and as a
result the TSS and BOD levels
returned to the acceptable
limit.
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Total
milligrams per
Daily during
Grab sample
suspended
litre
any discharge
solids
M3 Testing methods - concentration limits
Note: The Protection of the Environment Operations (Clean Air) Regulation 2010 requires testing for certain purposes to be conducted in accordance with test methods contained in the publication
"Approved Methods for the Sampling and Analysis of Air Pollutants in NSW".
M3.1
Monitoring for the concentration of a pollutant emitted to the air required to be Interview
with Monitoring conducted by ALS
C
conducted by this licence must be done in accordance with:
Environment
to AS3580.10.1-2003
(a) any methodology which is required by or under the Act to be used for Officer
the testing of the concentration of the pollutant; or
(b) if no such requirement is imposed by or under the Act, any ALS Monitoring
methodology which a condition of this licence requires to be used for Records
from
that testing; or
Monthly
(c) if no such requirement is imposed by or under the Act or by a Environmental
condition of this licence, any methodology approved in writing by the Reports August –
EPA for the purposes of that testing prior to the testing taking place.
September 2017

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

M3.2

Subject to any express provision to the contrary in this licence, monitoring for
the concentration of a pollutant discharged to waters or applied to a utilisation
area must be done in accordance with the Approved Methods Publication
unless another method has been approved by the EPA in writing before any
tests are conducted.
M4 Weather monitoring
M4.1
At the Weather Station Monitoring Point, the licensee must monitor (by
sampling and obtaining results by analysis) the parameters specified in Column
1. The licensee must use the sampling method, units of measure, averaging
period and sample at the frequency, specified opposite in the other columns.
Parameter

Units of
Measure

Frequency

Averagin
g Period

Sampling
Method

Rainfall

millimetres

Continuous

24 hour

AM-4

Kelvin

Continuous

1 hour

AM-4

Kelvin

Continuous

1 hour

AM-4

Compass points

Continuous

1 hour

AM-2

Continuous

1 hour

AM-2

Continuous

1 hour

AM-2

Continuous

1 hour

AM-4

-

-

AM-1
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Temperature@2
m
Temperature@10
m
Wind
direction@10m
Wind
speed@10m
Sigma theta
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Total solar
radiation@10m
Siting

metres per
second
degrees
Watts per square
metre
-

Note: Sampling Method is in accordance with the NSW EPA, 2001, Approved
Methods for the Sampling and Analysis of Air Pollutants in NSW.

Reference/
Evidence
Note

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17
Observations
Interview
with
Environment
Officer

Comments

Compliance
Status
Note

Recommendations

In the Annual Return FY 14/15
describes a non-compliance
where the solar radiation
monitoring equipment was not
recording
following
an
upgrade. The solar radiation
monitoring
equipment
is
owned by Clearly Bros and is
used in the operation of the
weather station at the quarry.
The cause of the noncompliance was due to the
upgrade to the equipment, and
to rectify this issue a
replacement solar radiation
sensor was installed in April
2015. The solar radiation
sensor was observed.

NC

No
actions
are
recommended as the
non-compliances
have already been
rectified and closed.

Noted

In
the
Annual
Return
FY2015/16 describes a noncompliance where the

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence

Comments
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The weather data monitoring
equipment did not operate
continuously
through
the
reporting period due to an
external battery failure during
3 – 14 June 2016. This led to an
intermittent outage of the
weather station whereby the
station would not operate
during low light and night
time conditions. The station
was online for 98% of the
reporting period, within the
OEH Upper Hunter Air
Quality Monitoring Network’s
target of 95% online. The site
has now installed a low
voltage alarm and reviews
weather data on a weekly
basis. The weather station data
review software and records
were observed at the audit.
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Weather station observed with
results available online. All
parameters
required
are
monitored.
Real
time
monitoring data reviewed by
auditor.

Compliance
Status

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

Recommendations

ANC

Link currently not
available
for
complaints prior to
FY16/17.
Update
link to website.

EPL and consent conditions are
now
aligned.
The
AR’s
describe the parameters that
are continuously monitored at
the weather station near
Belmont.
Monitoring locations installed
by qualified third parties to
achieve siting to approved
methods.
M5 Recording of pollution complaints
M5.1
The licensee must keep a legible record of all complaints made to the licensee or
any employee or agent of the licensee in relation to pollution arising from any
activity to which this licence applies.

Company
Website

B72
M5.2
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The record must include details of the following:
(a) the date and time of the complaint;
(b) the method by which the complaint was made;
(c) any personal details of the complainant which were provided by the
complainant or, if no such details were provided, a note to that effect;
(d) the nature of the complaint;
(e) the action taken by the licensee in relation to the complaint, including
any follow-up contact with the complainant; and
(f) if no action was taken by the licensee, the reasons why no action was
taken.

Customer
and
Stakeholder
Complaints Form

Complaints register is made
available
online
for
the
reporting period. Complaints
presented in a table detailing
the complaint, date and
response.
All details recorded in a
confidential record “Customer
and Stakeholder Complaints
Form”

C
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No

Assessment Requirement

M5.3

The record of a complaint must be kept for at least 4 years after the complaint
was made.

M5.4

The record must be produced to any authorised officer of the EPA who asks to
see them.

M6
M6.1

Telephone complaints line
The licensee must operate during its operating hours a telephone complaints
line for the purpose of receiving any complaints from members of the public in
relation to activities conducted at the premises or by the vehicle or mobile plant,
unless otherwise specified in the licence.
The licensee must notify the public of the complaints line telephone number and
the fact that it is a complaints line so that the impacted community knows how
to make a complaint.
The preceding two conditions do not apply until 3 months after: the date of the
issue of this licence.
Blasting
Each production blast must be monitored and recorded at the permanent station
established near the Dunster residence.

M6.2

B73
M6.3
M7
M7.1

M7.2
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To determine compliance with the blasting limits contained in this licence:
(a) Airblast overpressure and ground vibration levels must be measured
for all production blasts carried out in or on the premises; and
(b) The written record must include:
(i) the time and date of each blast;
(ii) the station(s) at which the noise was measured;
(iii) the ground vibration for each blast;
(iv) the airblast overpressure for each blast;

Reference/
Evidence
Complaints
Records
Annual Reviews

Comments
Complaints
summary
provided in Annual Reviews.
Complaints records are kept
for the required four year
period.

Compliance
Status
O

Interview
with
Environment
Officer

No request made by EPA

Observations

Complaints line (02 4275 1000)
provided on company website
and sign posted at entrance.

C

Observations

Complaints line (02 4275 1000)
provided on company website
and sign posted at entrance.
Noted

C

Note

Observation
Blast Monitoring
Records
Blast Monitoring
Records

Blast monitoring equipment
observed during site audit.
Records of blast monitoring
reviewed.
All required items observed to
be
included
in
Blast
Monitoring Report.

NT

Note

C

C

Recommendations
Opportunity
to
provide a record of
complaints for four
year
period
on
company website.
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No

Assessment Requirement
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(v) evidence that during the past 12 month period, a calibration check
had been carried out on each blast monitor to ensure accuracy of the
reported data; and
(vi) the waveform for the ground vibration and overpressure for each
blast that exceeds a ground vibration of 5mm/sec (peak particle
velocity) or an airblast overpressure of 115dB(L).
(c) Instrumentation used to measure the airblast overpressure and ground
vibration levels must meet the requirements of Australian Standard 2187.2
of 1993 or as updated.
6 Reporting Conditions
R1
Annual return documents
R1.1
The licensee must complete and supply to the EPA an Annual Return in the
approved form comprising:
(a) a Statement of Compliance; and
(b) a Monitoring and Complaints Summary.
At the end of each reporting period, the EPA will provide to the licensee a copy
of the form that must be completed and returned to the EPA.
R1.2
An Annual Return must be prepared in respect of each reporting period, except
as provided below.
Note: The term "reporting period" is defined in the dictionary at the end of this licence.
Do not complete the Annual Return until after the end of the reporting period.
R1.3
Where this licence is transferred from the licensee to a new licensee:
(a) the transferring licensee must prepare an Annual Return for the period
commencing on the first day of the reporting period and ending on the
date the application for the transfer of the licence to the new licensee is
granted; and
(b) the new licensee must prepare an Annual Return for the period
commencing on the date the application for the transfer of the licence is
granted and ending on the last day of the reporting period.

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

Annual Review
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

All Annual Returns have been
provided to EPA within the
reporting period, using the
approved
template.
ERM
noted no anomalies reported.

C

Note

Noted

Interview
with
Environment
Officer

No change to licensee during
audit period.

Note

NT

Recommendations
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No
R1.4

R1.5

R1.6

B75
R1.7

Assessment Requirement
Where this licence is surrendered by the licensee or revoked by the EPA or
Minister, the licensee must prepare an Annual Return in respect of the period
commencing on the first day of the reporting period and ending on:
(a) in relation to the surrender of a licence - the date when notice in writing
of approval of the surrender is given; or
(b) in relation to the revocation of the licence - the date from which notice
revoking the licence operates.
The Annual Return for the reporting period must be supplied to the EPA by
registered post not later than 60 days after the end of each reporting period or in
the case of a transferring licence not later than 60 days after the date the transfer
was granted (the 'due date')

The licensee must retain a copy of the Annual Return supplied to the EPA for a
period of at least 4 years after the Annual Return was due to be supplied to the
EPA.

Reference/
Evidence
Interview
with
Environment
Officer

eConnect
and
email
correspondence.

Annual Returns
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

Comments
Not triggered during audit
period.

Auditor sighted eConnect
record of submission for 2017
dated 27 September 2017,
email submission for 2016
dated and letter for 2015b
submission
dated
11
November 2015.
Annual Returns 14/15, 15/16
and 16/17 held for four years
either in electronic or paper
copy.

Compliance
Status
NT

Recommendations

C

C
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Within the Annual Return, the Statement of Compliance must be certified and Annual Returns
Annual returns reviewed and
C
the Monitoring and Complaints Summary must be signed by:
FY 14/15
signed off as required.
(a) the licence holder; or
FY 15/16
(b) by a person approved in writing by the EPA to sign on behalf of the FY 16/17
licence holder.
R2 Notification of environmental harm
Note: The licensee or its employees must notify all relevant authorities of incidents causing or threatening material harm to the environment immediately after the person becomes aware of the incident in
accordance with the requirements of Part 5.7 of the Act.
R2.1
Notifications must be made by telephoning the Environment Line service on 131 Incident Report
Notification
made
to
C
555.
Environment Line service as
detailed in Incident Report of
diesel spill at Albion Park
Quarry on 9 May 2016. ERM
notes this incident occurred on

ENVIRONMENTAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT AUSTRALIA

No

R2.2

Assessment Requirement

The licensee must provide written details of the notification to the EPA within 7
days of the date on which the incident occurred.
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R3 Written report
R3.1
Where an authorised officer of the EPA suspects on reasonable grounds that:
(a) where this licence applies to premises, an event has occurred at the
premises; or
(b) where this licence applies to vehicles or mobile plant, an event has
occurred in connection with the carrying out of the activities authorised
by this licence,
and the event has caused, is causing or is likely to cause material harm to the
environment (whether the harm occurs on or off premises to which the licence
applies), the authorised officer may request a written report of the event.
R3.2
The licensee must make all reasonable inquiries in relation to the event and
supply the report to the EPA within such time as may be specified in the
request.
R3.3
The request may require a report which includes any or all of the following
information:
(a) the cause, time and duration of the event;
(b) the type, volume and concentration of every pollutant discharged as a
result of the event;
(c) the name, address and business hours telephone number of employees

Reference/
Evidence

Interview
with
the
Environmental
Officer

Interview
with
Environment
Officer

Comments
the public road outside the
quarry and is outside the EPL
boundary.
Written report “Incident Report
of diesel spill at Albion Park
Quarry on 9 May 2016” details
incident and response.
CB confirmed that discussions
with EPA indicated that no
notification to EPA was
required as incident occurred
outside of Site boundary and
was not considered a noncompliance under the EPL.

Compliance
Status

C

No request made during audit
period. All Annual Returns
described written reports were
not requested.

NT

Refer R3.1

Refer R3.1

NT

Refer R3.1

Refer R3.1

NT

Annual Return
FY 14/15
FY 15/16
FY 16/17

Recommendations
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No

Assessment Requirement

Reference/
Evidence

Comments

Compliance
Status

or agents of the licensee, or a specified class of them, who witnessed the
event;
(d) the name, address and business hours telephone number of every other
person (of whom the licensee is aware) who witnessed the event, unless
the licensee has been unable to obtain that information after making
reasonable effort;
(e) action taken by the licensee in relation to the event, including any
follow-up contact with any complainants;
(f) details of any measure taken or proposed to be taken to prevent or
mitigate against a recurrence of such an event; and
(g) any other relevant matters.
7 General Conditions
G1 Copy of licence kept at the premises or plant
G1.1
A copy of this licence must be kept at the premises to which the licence applies.

B77

G1.2

The licence must be produced to any authorised officer of the EPA who asks to
see it.

G1.3

The licence must be available for inspection by any employee or agent of the
licensee working at the premises.

Observations
Interview
with
Environment
Officer
Interview
with
Environment
Officer

EPL
stored
in
Managers Office
Not requested

Quarry

EPL available in Quarry
Managers office and on
Company Website

C
NT

C

Recommendations
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Proposed Corrective Actions from Albion Park Quarry Independent Environmental Audit – 2017
Condition
Number
EPL M4.1

Description of Condition
At the Weather Station Monitoring Point, the licensee must
monitor (by sampling and obtaining results by analysis) the
parameters specified in Column 1. The licensee must use the
sampling method, units of measure, averaging period and sample
at the frequency, specified opposite in the other columns.
Parameter
Rainfall
Temperature
@2m
Temperature
@10 m
Wind direction
@10m

Wind
speed@10m

Sigma theta
Total solar
radiation@10m

Siting

Units of
Measure

Frequency

Averaging
Period

Sampling
Method

millimetres

Continuous

24 hour

AM-4

Kelvin

Continuous

1 hour

AM-4

Kelvin

Continuous

1 hour

AM-4

Continuous

1 hour

AM-2

Continuous

1 hour

AM-2

Continuous

1 hour

AM-2

Continuous

1 hour

AM-4

-

-

AM-1

Compass
points
metres per
second
degrees
Watts per
square
metre
-

Note: Sampling Method is in accordance with the NSW EPA, 2001,
Approved Methods for the Sampling and Analysis of Air Pollutants
in NSW.

Comments

Recommendations

Proposed Action

In the Annual Return FY 14/15 describes
a non-compliance where the solar
radiation monitoring equipment was not
recording following an upgrade. The
solar radiation monitoring equipment is
owned by Clearly Bros and is used in the
operation of the weather station at the
quarry. The cause of the non-compliance
was due to the upgrade to the
equipment, and to rectify this issue a
replacement solar radiation sensor was
installed in April 2015. The solar
radiation sensor was observed.
In the Annual Return FY2015/16
describes a non-compliance where the
weather data monitoring equipment did
not operate continuously through the
reporting period due to an external
battery failure during 3 – 14 June 2016.
This led to an intermittent outage of the
weather station whereby the station
would not operate during low light and
night time conditions. The station was
online for 98% of the reporting period,
within the OEH Upper Hunter Air Quality
Monitoring Network’s target of 95%
online. The site has now installed a low
voltage alarm and reviews weather data
on a weekly basis. The weather station
data review software and records were
observed at the audit.
Weather station observed with results
available online. All parameters required
are monitored. Real time monitoring
data reviewed by auditor.

No actions are
recommended as
the non-compliances
have already been
rectified and closed.

Corrective actions
have previously been
undertaken. No
further action to be
taken at this time.

Completion
Date
N/A
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Condition
Number

Description of Condition

Comments

Recommendations

Proposed Action

Completion
Date

EPL M5.1

The licensee must keep a legible record of all complaints made to
the licensee or any employee or agent of the licensee in relation to
pollution arising from any activity to which this licence applies.

Complaints register is made available
online for the reporting period.
Complaints presented in a table detailing
the complaint, date and response.

Link currently not
available for
complaints prior to
FY16/17. Update link
to website.

Broken link on Cleary
Bros website to be
fixed.

28/2/2018

EPL M5.3

The record of a complaint must be kept for at least 4 years after the
complaint was made.

Complaints summary provided in Annual
Reviews. Complaints records are kept for
the required four year period.

Opportunity to
provide a record of
complaints for four
year period on
company website.

Complaints Register
page on Cleary Bros
website to be updated
to include past four
years of records

28/2/2018

PA 4.13

During quarrying operations on site, the Applicant shall:
(a) implement best management practice to:
• protect the safety of people and livestock in the
surrounding area;
• protect public or private infrastructure/property
in the surrounding area from any damage; and
• minimise the dust and fume emissions of any
blasting;
(b) avoid any flyrock impacts on The Fig Tree Hill Land, or the
continued rural use of that land; and

DPE provided feedback on the recently
submitted (6 September 2017) Blast
Management Plan. The updated BMP
incorporating DPE comments to be
submitted following IEA.

ERM understands
the BMP was
approved by DPE on
15/11/17, after
ERM’s onsite audit.

Blast Management
Plan approved by DPE
on 15/11/2017. No
further action to be
undertaken.

N/A

ERM reviewed the BMP and the content
aligns with the 4.13 conditions.

operate a suitable system to enable the local community to get upto-date information on the proposed blasting schedule on site, to
the satisfaction of the Secretary
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Condition
Number
PA 4.14

Description of Condition

Comments

Recommendations

Proposed Action

Prior to the commencement of operations in each stage of the
development after Stage 1, the Applicant shall prepare, and
subsequently implement, a Blast Management Plan for the
development in consultation with the landowner(s) of The Fig Tree
Hill Land, the EPA and to the satisfaction of the Secretary. This plan
must:
(a) include a summary of monitoring results for the previous
quarry stage;
(b) describe the objectives for noise and blasting at that stage;
(c) describe the proposed blasting design for that stage, and
demonstrate that the design will meet the blast criteria
listed in Tables 3 and 4;
(d) include a monitoring program for evaluating and reporting
on the performance of the development, including:
• compliance with the blasting criteria in this
consent; and
• minimising the fume emissions from the site;
(e) describe the measures that would be implemented to:
• ensure compliance with the blasting criteria and
operating conditions of this consent;
• avoid any flyrock impacts on The Fig Tree Hill
Land;
• minimise dust and fume emissions; and
• minimise, mitigate, remediate or compensate for
any other blasting impacts of the development,
including any such impacts on people, livestock
and property,

Stage 1 – 4 commenced prior to current
audit period. Stage 5 is due to commence
October 2018.

Prior to Stage 5
ensure consultation
with EPA and the
landowner(s) of The
Fig Tree Hill Land is
completed ongoing,
and documented.

Consultation with EPA
and Fig Tree Hill
landowner has been
undertaken and is
documented in the
Blast Management
Plan approved by the
DPE on 15/11/2017.
Ongoing consultation
with EPA and Fig Tree
Hill landowner is as
described in Section
9.11 of the approved
Blast Management
Plan. No further
action to be
undertaken.

The updated BMP currently under review
acknowledges consultation with the
landowner(s) of The Fig Tree Hill Land,
the EPA. Page 17 of BMP.

Completion
Date
N/A

to the satisfaction of the Secretary.
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Condition
Number
PA 4.17

Description of Condition

Comments

Recommendations

Proposed Action

Completion
Date

The Applicant must prepare an Air Quality Management Plan for
the development to the satisfaction of the Secretary. This plan
must:
(a) be prepared in consultation with the EPA, and submitted
to the Secretary for approval by 30 September 2015;
(b) be revised in consultation with the EPA and submitted to
the Secretary for approval prior to the commencement of
quarrying activities in either Stages 5 or 6;
(c) describe the measures that would be implemented to
demonstrate compliance with the relevant air quality
impact assessment criteria and conditions of this consent;
(d) include a site-specific best management practice
determination;
(e) describe the proposed air quality management system;
and
(f) include an air quality monitoring program that:
• is capable of evaluating the performance of the
development;
• includes risk-based monitoring to demonstrate
compliance with the criteria in Table 5;
• includes ongoing real-time particulate
monitoring;
• includes a Trigger Action Response Plan (TARP)
which describes the actions to be taken when
specific trigger levels are exceeded;
• adequately supports the air quality management
system; and
• evaluates and reports on the adequacy of the air
quality management system.
The Applicant must implement the approved plan as approved
from time to time by the Secretary.

The Air Quality Management Plan,
describes mitigative measures including
site specific best management practice
determination, mitigation measures
specific to blasting activities, emission of
products of combustion from plant and
machinery, fugitive release of emissions
from fuel storage areas and daily site
inspections.

Updated AQMP to
include conditions
added in June 2017.
- includes ongoing
real-time particulate
monitoring;
- includes a Trigger
Action Response
Plan (TARP) which
describes the actions
to be taken when
specific trigger levels
are exceeded.
CB advised ERM that
a revised AQMP was
approved by DPE on
13/12/2017, after
ERM’s onsite audit.

Install new air quality
monitoring network
and undertake
commissioning
process described in
approved AQMP

30/6/2018

The AQMP has undergone review and
update to meet the requirements of the
recent Development Consent
Modification updated in June 2017. At
the time of this audit the AQMP has been
submitted to the EPA and DPE for review
and approval.
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Condition
Number

Description of Condition

Comments

Recommendations

Proposed Action

Completion
Date

PA 4.41

Within 5 years of providing the Rehabilitation Management Plan to
the Secretary, and every 5 years thereafter, the Applicant must
review and update the plan to the satisfaction of the Secretary.

The letter from the Department of
Planning to CB, describes the
Department has reviewed the
Rehabilitation Management Plan and is
satisfied that they adequately address
the requirements set out in the relevant
conditions of the development consent.

ANC raised due to
DPE finding during
the audit period
which has since
been resolved. No
further action
required.

Finding has been
addressed previously.
No further action to
be undertaken.

N/A

PA 4.45

Prior to the commencement of works, the Applicant must formalise
the Right of Way for the haulage road, to the satisfaction of the
Secretary.

No evidence that there was approval of
formalised Right of Way for the Haulage
Road from DPE.

No action - outside
of audit period.

No further action to
be undertaken.

N/A

PA 4.52

The dilapidation surveys required under Condition 51 must be
conducted by a suitably qualified, experienced and independent
person, whose appointment has been approved by the Secretary.
The owners of the Fig Tree Hill Land are to supply the applicant
with three suggested nominees within 3 months from the grant of
this consent. The applicant will submit one engineer from the list to
be put forward by the applicant for approval by the Secretary.

CB has requested Fig Tree Hill provide
nominations for potential persons to
conduct dilapidation survey, however
this has not been received to date. CB
has not been permitted access by the
nominees to conduct the survey.

Continue to engage
with Fig Tree Hill
regarding
dilapidation surveys.

Recently approved
Heritage Management
Plan (22/11/17)
describes steps to be
undertaken, including
liaison with Fig Tree
Hill landowner, to
make all reasonable
attempts to
undertake surveys.
Undertake liaison in
accordance with steps
outlined in this plan

30/6/2018

PA 6.5

The Applicant must immediately notify the Secretary and any other
relevant agencies of any incident. Within 7 days of the date of the
incident, the Applicant must provide the Secretary and any relevant
agencies with a detailed report on the incident, and such further
reports as may be requested.

The outage of the meteorological station
at Albion Park Quarry was reported on
22 June 2016. CB informed DPE of the
incident 8 days after the issue was
identified, this is outside the 7 day
notification period.

Maintain files to
demonstrate chain
of communication
with Secretary
following an
incident.

QEMP to be updated
to include reporting
timelines for external
notification of any
incident.

30/6/2018
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